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Qegislative Hssembly,

Tresday, Sth December, 1933,

———

As<-ent to UBill- . .
uestions lmphmnrnl ronditions : 1, Railway
rsaes for juntors 3 2, ﬂelrlm.' at Woorolop 2341
Hilpu l'u:chn‘en, Proteetion, Com. ... :
Farmers” Debi+ Adjustimment Aet -\mﬂldnmm, YR
Approprintion, ol stages ... -
Loan, £3.040,000, 28, “
Denrlst At Amendment.

The SPEAKER took the Char
g, and read pravers,

at 4.30

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Meseare from the Lieut.-Governor received
and read nohifvingz assent fto the nndermen-
tioned Bills:—

1, Constitution Aets Amendment.

2, Geraldton Sailers and Soldier<' Memo-
rial Inztitnte Lands Vesting,

QUESTIONS (2)—EMPLOYMENT
CONDITIONS.

Railway Passes Jor Juniors,

Mr, RAPHAEL asked the Minister tor
Fmployment: 1, Is he aware that W, Phease,
aged 15 vears, was “picked up” for the work
of tomato pickimg at Geraldton for a period
of reven weeks? 2, Is he aware that during
that period Phease earned a total of £5 10s.7
3, Is he aware that the Government charged
Phease £3 15=. for railway farves? 4, Ts it
the poliex of the Government to make e¢hild-
ven accept such jobs aud then 1o ah=orh
practieally all their earnings in railway
fares! 5, Wil he consider the granting of
sotne rebate in cases such as this? 6, As
coldficlds boys sent to coastal jobs receive
free passex, why dov not metropolitan boys
receive free passes to country johs! 7, As
hoys under the Child Weltare Department
receive free passes to jobs, why do not box-
who are not under that departmeut receive
free passe~? 8, As men on sustenance dur-
ing 19341, 1932 and 1933 have received free
pa~tes upon being sent to sustenanee jobs
in the eountry, why =hould not bovs who (o
not cost the Govermment anything for sus-
tenance receive free passex alsn’?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT
replied: 1, Yes, by the Boys" Fploymen:
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Leagne. 2, No. 3, No. 4, No. 35, Appli-
cations =npplving particulars will be consid-
ered on their merits. 6, 7, 8, Answered by

4 and 5
Cleuring ot TWoorolog,
Mr, RAPHAEL asked the Minister for

Emplosment: 1, Is he aware that men Dbe-
tween G0 and 70 vears of age are heing
forced to clear land ot piecework rates at
Woorelno? 2, Is it a tact that these men
are suppo-ed to he on light duties? 3, Is
he aware that five of these old men have
lately been injured whilst felling timber?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMEXNT
repiied: 1, The men emploved at Woeorsloo
have heen placed there at the request of their
own reprerentatives and are emploved on
wirk which, as far as humanly possible, i=
regulnted in accordance with their age and
plivsical fitness. 2, Answered hy No, 1. 3,
Nao. There have been a few injuries to men
of varving ages hut nothing ont of propor-
tion to those occurring in other eamps where
a simitarly large nnmber of men are em-
ploved.

BILL—PURCHASERS' PROTECTION.
In Commities.

Mr. Sleeman in the Chair; the Minister
for Employment in charge of the Bill.

Clanses 1 to 8—agreed to.
Clau<e 9—Contracts by marvied women:

My, LATHAM: T hope the Committec will
not agree to the clause, which iy an insult
to the intelligence of women. In my opinien,
women have as much intellizence as nen.
Tu these inatters thev cannot involve their
hu=hands beeause the hushand iz not liable
for any debts incurred hy his wife except
those relating to his household.

The Premier: Indirectly, he ix

Mr. LATHAM: Not if she has property
of her own.

The Premier: The hushand would have
to pay her debts, otherwise she might be
sent to prison.

Mr. LATHAM: There is a point in that.
Ot course, the Premier might not like his
wife to go to gaol, but some men might be
pleased at the prospect! At any rate, I
do not think a magistrate would send a
married wowman to gaol if she could not pay.
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The Premier: Of course he would. There
is no distinction between a married woman
and a man.

Mr, LATHAM: T am surprised at this
clanse and members on the Government
cross-benches should read it earefully. As
it stands, the interpretation of “married
woman,” in Subclanse 4, would seem fto
imply that the possession of additional pro-
perty indicated additional brains. T dis-
agree with that point of view. )

The Premier: The wife may be'in a posi-

Y tien to pay with means of her own.

My, LATHAM: The usual argument we
hi:r from Labour members is against the
prol..~ty qualifieation. I hope the Com-
mittee “wii_vead the clause carefully and
see what it actuany .-eans. I am sorry the
member for Forrest, the.enly lady member
of the House, 15 not present;heeause I would
like to hear her view on thiz clause. We
have found women intelligent enough to allow
them to sit in this House, to oceupy impor-
tant positions, and even to be manageresses.
If we are to grant this speeial protection to
married women, we should see to it that men
have the same benefif. Many men sign
contracts withont reading them, and it is
impossible to legislate to protect a fool
against himself. I do not see why married
women should be singled out in this fashion
for special legislation. In every respect
we prant them equal riphts with men, but
now we are asked to agree to a clause that
suggests that a married woman has not
sufficient intelligence to exercise that right.
T shall vote against the clause.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I shall not swallow the
bait held out by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, although I sit on the Government cross
benches.

Mr. Hawke: On a very cross bench!

Mr. Sampson: You ,sre not one of the
bad boys!

Mr. NEEDHAM: Even at the risk of
incurring the displeasure of the member for
Subiaco, and running the gauntlet of his
eloquence, I propose to move an amend-
ment,

Mr, Hawke: You will run a grave risk.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I believe in according
protection where necessary, but I do not
thing that that proteetion should last for 12
months which is an uneonscionable period
within which any person, married or single,
is to be allowed to complete a contraet for
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the purchase of land or anything else.
Surely gix months is a reasonable time
within whi¢h such o person should be expee-
ted to make up his or her mind. If at the
end of six months the transaction is not
completed, it should go by the board. The
member for Northam asked why a married
woman should be allowed 12 months and
other purchasers were required to complete
the business within a much shorter period.
I move an amendment—

That in line 8 of Subelanse 1 the word

ftwelve’’ be struck out.

If my amendment be agreed to, I shall move
o further amendment to insert “‘six” in lien
of “twelve,” and that will reduce the period
to six months,

Hon. N. KEENAN: I think the member
for Perth is under o misapprehension.

Mr. Moloney: He has slipped a little bit.

Hon. N. KEENAN: He has slipped in a
woy that the memher for Subiaco does not
appreciate, because, as the elause is drafted,
a married woman ean repudiate a contract
at any time—it might be five years—if the
contract or agreement is not ratified by her
husband. There is no limitation to the
period in that respeet; the limitation of 12
months referred te by the member for Perth
applies to the alternative which relates to
the execution of a econtract. T think the first
portion of Subelause 1 goes fo fur too great
a length in order to protect a married
womai. At present she enjoys all the rights
of a man. She has the same right to dis-
pose of her property as a man has, ard
can incur the same liabilities, except that
her husband has to pay her bills if they are
ineuvred in the course of the ordinary man-
agement of her home. No doubt that exeep-
tion is of great advantage to marvied
women, and some day men wmay rise up
and demand its revision. Now we are
setting out that a married woman is
a kind of person that requires protection.
[ understand that the reason for the provi-
sion is that married women who enter into
contracts, although for the time being not
liable for any more than their sepavate
estates, may, on the death of the hushand,
hecome entitled to his estate and the vendors
could stand aside and wait for that time.

My, Latham: Tt might apply equally to a
single woman.

Hon. N. KEENAN: It would not Dhe
likely to happen often, and I doubt whether
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we would be justified in legislating for such
cases. The Minister, however, might be jus-
tified in legislating to some extent, but I
doubt whether the clause should go so far.
Probably the Minister is under the impres.
sion that the limitation of 12 months applies
to such a case, bui it applies only to the
alternative. The amendment of the member
for erth is reasonable. If we allow & mar-
ried woman six months in which to repudi-
ate a contract, it should be sufficient.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Blie select committee, in their definition of
“married woman,” have gone a long way to-
wards meeting the objections raised to the
clause as ariginally drafted. While married
women have their rights, the definition of
“married woman” provides that the clause
shall not apply excepting to those married
women who have substantial separate estate
or income. 1f they had substantial separate
estate, they would have the means fo meet
any undertaking into which they had entered.
As the Premier interjected, a man would not
like the prospect of his wife’s heing impri-
gsoned for not satisfying a debt., That has
to be guarded against. As mentioned by the
member for Nedlands, a married woman
might have no estate, but if her hushand
died, she might become possessed of estate
and the company with whom she had entered
into a contract could then sue her. I do not
regard the period of 12 months as too long.
I am desirous of protecting married women
thronghout the enrrency of the contraet. In-
dependently of the completion of the con-
tract, she should he able, within 12 months,
to repudiate the contract, The select com-
mittee have aiso extended the definition of
the reference to “residing.” The term now
embraces any cases where the hushand is
periodically absent from the place where his
wife resides in connection with any trade,
profession or business in which he is inter-
ested. As the provision applies only to mar-
ried women possessed of no separate estate
the protection should be retained.

Mr. NEEDHAM: The first part of the
clause gives a married woman an opportun-
ity to repudiate a contract unless it is rati-
fied by her hushand at any time, hut the lat:
ter part of the clause gives the long period
of 12 months in which lo repudiate, whether
the eontract he completed or not. If the
contract be completed, even at the end cf 13
months, a married woman could repudiate,
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provided it had not been ratificd by her bus-
hand.

Amendinent put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. ..o
Noes . .. .e .. A7
Majority for .. .7
AYES
Mr. Clothier Mr. Patrick

Mr. Coverley Mr. Piesse

Mr. Ferguson
Mr. Grifitha
Mr. Hawke

Mr. Jobnson

Mr. Raphael
Mr. Sampson
Mr. F. (. L. Smith
Mr, J. H. Smith

Mr, heennu Mr, Thorn
Mr. Latham Mr, Warner
Mr, McLarty Mr. Welsh
Mr. J. I. Manon Mr. Wilson
Mr. Needham Mr. Withers
Mr. North Mr, Doney
(Teiler.)
Noes.

Mr. Brockman Mr) Moloney

Mr. Collier Mr, Munsle

Mr. Cunoingham Mr. Nulsen

Mr. Hegpney Mr, Seward

Mr. Kenneaglly Mr. Troy

Mr. MeCallum Mr. Willcock

Mr, MeDonald Mr. Wise

Mr. Marshall Mr. Lambert

Mr. Millington {Teller.)

Amendment thus passed.
Mr. NEEDHAM: I move an amendment—

That *‘six?’ be ingcried in lien of the word
struck out.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I wish to dircet atten-
tion to a somewhat extraordinary anomaly.
Subclause 4 defines a married woman as one
who is residing with her husband, is main-
tained hy him and has no substantial sepa-
rate estate or income that would enable her
to complete the contract. Subelause 1 deals
with a completed contract which may be set
aside, and under it a married woman may
secure velief, but under Subelause 4 she
would not he a married woman within the
meaning of the suhelause, and would not he
entitled to relief. Such an anomaly might
produce profit for the profession to which I
belong, but is not calenlated to give satis-
faction to purchasers.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
I cannot follow the argument of the mem-
her for Nedlands. Provision is made where-
by a morried woman may at any time can-
cel a contraet.

Hon. N. Keenan: But a married woman
is defined as one who kas not sufficient means
to enable her to fulfil the contraet.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Bhe is a woman who has no substantial
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separate estate or adequate income to en-
able her to complete the contract.

Mr. Latham: But ghe may have had ade-
quate income to enable her to make the pay-
ments.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
She may have had suflicient money with
which to pay the instalments, but provision
is required to repudiate the contract within
a given period. It probably would not he
her money that was paid to meet the instal-
ments.  Many married women have heen
imposed upon by land agents, baving been
induced to sign contractz committing them-
selves or their hushands to futnre payments,
and we desire to provide protection in such
enses.

The Premier: You are virtually comunit-
ting the husband Lecause the woman has no
separate estate with which to pay.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
There comes a fime when pressure is put on
the wile to pay and the hushband has to
decide whether he will pay or let the wife
be proceeded against.

" Hon. N. KEENAX: It is perfectly clear
that it 2 woman were possessed of sufficient
means to complete a contract and did
complete it, she would not be entitled to any
protection, because she would not be a mar-
ried woman within the meaning of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Memhers are getling
away from the amendment.

Hon. N. KEENAN: As the Bill is drawn,
the expression “married woman® will be re-
strieted to a woman who has not sufficient
means to ennble her to complete a contraet.

Mr. Moloney: That is what we want,

Hon. N. KEENAN: Is it not extraordin-
ary that we should give profection to a
matrried woman only becaunse she has not
sullicient money to complete a contract? We
might very well protect all married women,
and not make this distinction. Let & mar-
ried woman have tlie measure of protection
which the House thinks necessary owing Lo
the weakness of her sex or for any other
reason.

Mr. MeDONALD : As the elause is drawn,
there may be room for difference of opinion
a® to how far legislation of this kind is
desirable,  However, the clanse is hased
substanlially upon the recommendation of
the Tloval Commissioner, who, of course,
had an opportunity of aseertaining what
had been done and of hearing the experi-
ences of witnesses. The wording of the
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clause gave the seleect committee much
anxiety, because it was desired to profect
people who needed protection and, at the

smme thne, not to vestriet people who,
hy reason of their means, should bhe
in a position to enter into contraets

withont any restrietion whatever, There is
something in wkat the member for Nedlands
has said with regard to the way in
which the elause is expressed, and it might
be preferable to recast it in order to make
the meaning elear. Perhaps the Minister
for Employment might consent to the clanse
being deferred and reconsidered.

The CHAIRMAN: Members have got
away from the amendment.

The MINISTER FFOR EMPLOYMENT:
The argument is that we should differen-
tiate between the sexes, but the Teader of
the Opposition said it would be an insult
to womenfolk to insert a claunse sneh as this
in the Bill. The seleet comittee did not
desire to insert a protective clause unless
they fthought it were ahsolutely necessary.
The Royal Commissioner indicated that
some measure of protection is necessary.
Now it hecomes a question of what form the
protection should take. The select eommit-
tee do not desire to protect a wmarries
woman who has a substantial and separate
estate of her own. T is unmecessary to
protect her, if she wishes to enter into husi-
ness transactions,

Mr. Moloney: That has heen emphasised
by many members,

The MINISTER FOR EMPOVYAMENT:
There should be a line of demaveation be-
tween the married woman who has separate,
substantial estate of her own and is there-
fore able to meet any commitments she
may enfer infto in connection with iland
transactions, and the warried woman who
Laz no separate, substantial estate with
which she can meet such comnritments. The
clause is clear and gives to the latter class
of women the protection they should bave.

Amendment put and passed: the elause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 10 to 13—-agreed to.

Clause 14—Certain property offered for
sale at houses to he available for inspection:

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
1 move—

Thit the word *'subdivisional’’ be inserted
hefore “‘land’’ wherever ““land’’ appears,
P
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Amendment put and passed; the clause,

as amended, agreed to.

Clause 13—Provisions relating to con-
tracts made by a person acting in contra-
vention of Seetion 12:

AMr. LATHAM:

That in line 3 the word ‘‘twehve’’ be de-
feted and ‘‘fourtcen® inserted in lieu.

I move—

Amendment put and passed;
as amended, agreed .o.

New
Myr.

the elause,

clawse;
WILSON: I move—

That the following he inserted to stamd us
Clause 11:—The ¢ourt may grant reliet to
any purchaser who has entered into a contraet
of sale prior tg the ecommencement of this Act,
and in such case the provisions of the pre-
ceding seetion und the next ensuing section
shall upply with the necessary modifientions, ’”

Last week I asked certain questions with
respeet to the doubtful transactions of some
companies, With your permission, Mr.
Chairman, I desire to cive the Committee
my reasons for moving the insertion of the
new clanse in the Bill. Some time ago I
received letfer, dated 13th November,
1933, from a man named Richards, of Col-
lie, as follows:—

As u result of o court case held here in
Collie tast August, in which | had to appear
on  a snmmons drawn ap by Land  and
Homes, Mr, Crockett, the Magistrate, convieted
me and considered T could pay 10s. per week
tn_wurds £27, for which the company were
suing me.

Land and Homes Ltd. were suing Richards
for £27. It is only fair to state that they
never received ong penny on account of the
eontract. The letter continwes:—

My average carnings were £3 109 per week,
given in on that case, which is hardiv euough

to keep wife and three children, together with
buying ihe house in which we are living.

Richards has heen buying a house since 1928,
I have pariiculars of the contract here, from
which it appears he is paying £1 per week,
plu= about 3s. per week interest on the bal-
ance of the prineipal. He paid that money
out of the £3 10s. he was earning. Richards
then goes on to say:—

Secing that T have not been able fo pay
anything towards this conviction, the sergeant
of palice appeared two weeks back with a
commitment snmmons for £3 17s. 6d., or de-
fault 30 days.  Three weeks’ grace were
allowed me, and as that expires on XFriday
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next, and b have not been able to pay any-
thing on the summons, am I getting a fair
deal in having to do the 3U days!?
On the 26th November last Mr.
wrote to me again as follows:—

Richards

We had a visit from the sergeant yesterday
and he said that, secing that I had to go to
raol, what day would suit me during next
week,

He was an accommodating sort of officer of
police. I the next day T received a tele-
aram from Mrs. Richards informing me—

this

Hushand  taken

guol

morning to Bunbury

1 would not have zaid anything about this
axvept that Land & Homes, Ltd., took vcen-
sion to write to the Press abhout this parti-
cubie ease la=t week and zaid what was not
frue.

The Premier: Land & Homes ought to he
deported from the State.

Mr. WILSON: And [ would he very will-
ing to help the Premier to deport them. T
should have thought that after the exposures
in connection with the land Frauds investi-
wated by the Royal Commission that in-
guired into transaetions returned soldiers had
with land dealers some vears aga, other peo-
ple wauld have been more caveful. T inter-
viewed Mrs, Richards last week and found
that she had three children under 10 vears
of age. The hushand is now in gaol. The
statement made to e was that M. Richards
met in Collie a school mate of his named
Harold Cooper. Cooper suggested that
Richards should buy a block of land in Perth
from Land & Homes, Lid. Richards replied,
%No, I have plenty to do at the present time
with my money.” Cooper afterwards went
to Righards’ house when Richards was away
and asked Mrs. Richards to huy the land in
Perth, and he told her how nice it would he
for her to own a home in the city. Mrs.
Richards replied that she did not want any
more houses or land as she was then paying
off for the house in which she and her family
were living. Cooper afterwards met Richards
in Collie and told him that JMrs. Richards
had said she wouid like to have a block of
land near Perth. Richards replied, “Very
well, if that is the case she can have it.”
Thercupon he signed a contract. When
Richardz returned to his home he told his
wife what he had done and she veplied that
she told Cooper no such thing, that in Fact
she told him she did not want the iand.
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Richards then wrote to Land & Homes, Ltd.,
explained what had happened and added that
he conld not pay any money hecause of the
payments he was making for ihe house he
had in Collie. He wrote three letters, but
received no reply to the first two. To the
third, this letter came from Land & Hotnes,
Ltd. :—

Your letter of the 24th inst to hand, con-
tents of which have been noted. We have to
advise that the company does not resell or
undertake to resell individual allotments,
Your communication will he handed fo our

representative, Mr. Cooper, und we will get
him to write to you direct,

My. Cooper never wrofe that letter to M.
Richards.

We wonld be obliged if you would forward
ug your cheque for the amount of 50s. being
the amount now due and owing.

Richards has never paid anything. In the
meantime he got a lawyer in Collie to try
to negotiate on his behalf and although the
negotiations hetween the solicitor and Land
& Homes came to nothing, the legal costs
came to £2 8s. 8d. 1 have the receipts here.
In last Friday's paper Land & Homes, Lid,,
said that the magistrate’s order was for 5s.
This is contrary to what Richards and his
wife told me. They examined the court records
which showed that 10s. was the order made
by the magistrate. In company with Messrs.
Lowry, MeCabe, Buckley, and Glancy, and
in the presence of the constable in charge,
I inferviewed Riekards on Sooday last, T
repeated to him what Mrs. Richards had
told me and he =zaid that the particulars
given me hy his wife were correct in every
detail. He further added §hat he had eram-
ined the court records and saw the words
writfen plainly, “Order for 10s. per week.”
Thevefore, ag Richards was induced to buy
this land by means of a trick, it is due to
us to offer Lim the protection to which he
15 entiled. Only to-day I have received a
letter from a man named Fergnson in which
he zays that he, too, hought a hlock of land
from another land syndicate some time ago,
and thet he has already paid over £70, as
well as rates and taxes, and that his desire
now is to forfeit the lot. The agents, how-
ever, wiill nol allow him to do so.

Mr. Stuhbs: There are a lot of eases
iike that.

Mre. WILSON: This man goes on to ex-
plain that his wife has been on the verge
of & breakidown heeanse of the threateping
lawyer’s Jelters, and be adds that he has no
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possible ebance of paying anything more,
not even 25, 6d, per week, which Le was
trying to do up to September, 1033. The
lawyer, however, insists on the payment of
9s, per week. People who are lured into
signing contracts by means of lies and trick-
ery should receive protection, and the time
is over-ripe for passing legislation of this
type. Reverting again to Rishards, le
bas been paying £1 53, per week to
comiplete  the purchase of Lis  house.
Richards has always been a steady man and
his wages have been £3 10s. per week. The
fact (hat cut of that sum he has been able
to pay 23s, weekly for many vears towards
the purchase of the house will show the type
of man he is, and it is hardly likely, with
that 'ond on his shoulders, that le would
agres to speeulate in land elsewhere. There
is no donbt about it, he was tricked inte
signing that eontract, nnd therefore justice
should be done to him now. The other man,
who poid £70 off his puvchase, is quite
willing to forfeit the lot hut Le is not per-
mitted io do s0. YWhat is the world coming
to? As a member of the Royal Commis-
sion that inguired into the soldicrs’ dealings
in land some years ago, I have a recollection
of the manner in which many of thoese sol-
diers were tricked into paving hunge sums
for land that was practically worthless.
This kind of thing has been going on almost
ever sinee, and we %hould do owr best to
stop it. I know of a ecase where a man 32
¥years ago was indueed to buy n bloek of land
near the place where dogs are quietly put
away not far from Perth. T visited the place
four weeks ago and found it was a low
swamp not fit to build a house on. The pur-
chaser is trying now to give away his land
but no one wants it even as a gift. I trust
the Cotnmittee will pass the clause that T
have submitted so that protection may he
afforded those who might easily be tricked.
T commend the. new elanse fo the Commit-
tee.

Mr. RAPHAEL: These go-getters tried to
foist spme of their land on me during the
suecessful run their salesmen had, and pic-
tures were painted of what a partienlar
estate was going to become. When I was
first interviewed I was told that the trams
were going through to the estate and that T
would be getting a wonderful hargain if T
took some of thi= Jand at £150 a block. A
few months before, however, T had heen
offered Iand ahont 300 vards from this estate
for £10 a block, and vet Tand & Homes
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wanted £150 for a hlock. I could ¢quete a
dozen instanees at Vietoria Park of the fales
related hy these sharks, thieves and thugs,
when trying to sell their land, even to peo-
ple on the dole. I remember the case of a
foreigner whoe had not been here more than
18 months. He was on part-time work which
took him into the conntry and his wife and
young children were living in Victoria Park.
Land & Tomes succeeded in palming off
some of their land on to this man and, while
he was in the country, his wife, who was un-
profected in her home, was approached and
told that if she did not keep up the pay-
ments she would he sold up or put into gaol.
That was the threat used hy the thugs of
Land & Holmes. Theretore, | hope that the
Comnittee will agree to the new clause so
as to afford protection to a section of the
community who have heen the vietims of go-
aetiers.

Mr. CROSS: I intend to support the
clanse, and I would have supported it with
ureater pleasure if it bhad been specially
aimed at Land & Homes, Ltd. The only
thing I fear is that it might implicate others,
though at the same time I am satisfied that
this manner of doing business is not entirely
confined to Land & Homes, Lid.

Mr, Wilson: It is not.

AMr. CROSS: There are a number of firms
that have sprung up like mushrooms and
most of them have resorted to practices like
those about which we have heard so mueh
lately. Since I spoke on this Bill a few weeks
hack quite a number of people have con-
eratulated me on the case that I put up and
all have asked me to endeavour to get for
them relief from having to make payments
for their blocks of land that they had been
tricked into buying. I know of one man
who las moved from house to house in the
hope of dodging Land & Homes hecause they
were trying to force him to keep the con-
trach into the signing of which his wife was
tricked during the period of his absence. It
is a pity that we arc not treating the com-
pany in a manner similar to that adopted
by South Australia, from which State they
were hounded out. T intend to support the
clause in the hope that some of the people
who deserve to get the relief may be able
to secure it from the eonrt.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
In introducing the Bill I mentioned that
there were many provisions which, if we
were getting out to clean up the whole posi-
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tion, I would have liked to insert. I also
mentioned that the House had agreed to the
appointment of a Royal Commission to re-
port on practicez indulged in by a certain
firm.  The Royal Commissioner submitted
# report, and this has been taken into con-
sideration by the Government. As repre-
sentative of the Government, in drafting the
Bill T kept as closely as possible to what the
report contained. Sinee then this Chamber
appointed a select committee in order
to gather, as far as possible, the opinions
of all sections. The sclect committee re-
ported. They fully realised the necessity
for giving relief, if possible, to purchasers
who had been dealt with previowsly. The
Comnmissioner’s yeport, Lowever, makes no
sueh suggostion as is contained in the new
elanse, In order to ensure some degree of
relief, it is desirable that the new clause
should not he pressed. Subclause 2 of
Clause 11 alveady provides that relief shall
be given in rvespect of judgments obtained
prior to the passing of the Bill. The pur-
pose is to enahle the courts to relieve cer-
tain people against whom judgments have
already been given. Such people, on appli-
caiion to the court, can secure the relief
indieated by Subelaunse 2 of Clause 11. 1
do not wish to be placed in the position of
having to vote against a provision to which
in other eircumstances T would agree.

Mr. McDONALD: I also hope that the
new clanse will not he pressed. The select
commiftee gave careful consideration to the
question of retrospective legislation. Tha
scleet commitiee also considered the legis-
lation of South Ausiralia, and went s¢ far
as to suggest retrospective action regarding
protection of houses and furniture. There
was justification for that, beeause the com-
pany chiefly conecerned gave an undertaking
that they would not enforce any liahility
against houses and furniture,

Mr. Wilson: Why did the company put
Richards in gaol?

Mr. McDONALD: It is an old saying,
but a true one, that hard cases make bad
law. T wish the member for Collic to rest
assnred that nobody feels more strongly than
I do about the kind of ease he has men-
tioned, I do not think I ean for a moment
be aceused of holding a brief for eitker
Land and Homes, Litd, or any other com.
pany selling land.

Mr. Wilson: No one suggests that.

Mr. MecDONALD: If retrospective legis-
lation is passed for one set of people, it is
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very hard to show why it should not be
passed for another set. Tn South Australia
there has heen some degree of retrospective
legislation vegarding the sale of subdi-
visional land, but that was done hy a sep-
arate and temporary measure, The sug-
mested new clause should not find a place in
a measure of this kind, whicly is to operate
permanently for the protection of buyers
of subdivisional Jand.

Mr. THORN: T hope the new clanse will
hs carried.  Such a provision is long over-
due. The position haz beeome so serious that
we must deal with it. The operations of
Land and Homes, Ltd., have cansed more
distress in the community than any previons
operations connected with the sale of land.
Some sad ecases have eome under my own
notice. Tf Land and Homes, Litd., continue
witl: their present methods, many people
will he foreed into hankruptey. Turchasers
have been misled, and have signed contracts
withont knowing what they were sipning.
Many  ecages have heen mentioned where
people who have been asked to sign slips
of paper stating that thev had heen taken
to inspect certain blocks, found a few days
later that thev had signed contraets of pur-
chase.

New elanse put and passed.

The MINTSTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
The eartving of the rew clause necessitafes
a eonsequential amendment in Clanse 2.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with smendments.

BILL—FARMERS’ DEBTS ADJUST-
MENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
AL ¥, Troy—>Mit, Magnet) [5.43) in moving
the second reading said: In introdueing
thix measure T desire to state that the prin-
cipal Aet has been in operation for several
yvears, Hon. members associated with eoun-
try inferests are aware of the effects of that
legislation, and how it has helped farmers
who have heen brought under its operation.
During the year ended 31st March, 1932,
the farmers earried on under the Act num-
hered 415, and for these farmers £167,000
was made available to erop 230,000 aeres
of land and to fallow 110,000 acres. The
advances were practically repaid in full,

Second
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and in. addition £63,000 was distribuked
amongst other creditors. In that year the
price of wheat to the farmer avernged about
25. 9d. per bushel. In the year 1932-33.
382 of the orviginal 415 farmers were again
carried on, showing a reduction of 33 in
the original number. and additional appli-
cants to come under the Act brought the
total up to 580. Thus 580 farmers operated
ander the Aet during the year 19:32-33. The
total advances to farmers that year
amounted to #£265,000, and included funds
released by erediiors from the previous
year, Those advances were made to e¢rop
250,000 acres, of which 236,000 acves were
for wheat, while 167,000 acres were under
fallow that year. The price of wheat last
vear averaged 2s. 5d. per bushel, and the
total amount repaid last season was
£221,000, and there was distributed to other
ereditors £26,000. Alembers will notice that
last year there was repaid to creditors who
had arranged to carvy on the farmers,
£44,000 less than the amount advanced. For
the 1933-34 season, which will end in March
next, 478 out of 550 settlers helped during
the previous vear were again nssisted, and.
with the addition of those who came under
the Aect this year, the total number of farm-
erg assisted duving the present vear was
512.  Those settlers have sceded 237,000
acres, of which 219,000 were for wheat, and

they were to fallow 166,000 acres. The
method of finance for this season is:—
New monevs to be advanced by the
Associated  Banks . 66,833
AMoneys, including horse loans to he
advanced by the  Agrieultural
Baunk .. .. . 1,288
Proceeds released by ereditors 51,158
Supplies in kind (super, ete.) 106,741
Supplies provided by settlers cut of
subsidy . 11,063
Total .. £237.083

Considering the position of the wheat indus-
try, I think the rvesponse by the creditors
and others concerned can he regarded as
reasonably satisfactory.  Under Section
13(b) of the Act, which provides for hills
of sale arrangements not necessitating the
issue of stay orders, the following figures
disclose the operations under that seetion
during the past three vears. Tor the
1931-32 season, the arca cropped under that
secrtion totalled 48.000 aeres, and the
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advances represented  £41,000. Those
advances are digtinet from the others T
have referred to under ihe Aet. For the

1932.33 season, the farmers who were
assisted cropped 36,000 acres, and the ad-
vances totalled £51,000. For the season
1933-34, the area to be cropped is 68,000
acres, and the advances will total
£78,000. Under this partieniar sec-
tion of the .\ect, the number of appli-
cations approved iotalled 325, so that
last vear, under the Act, over 800 farmers
werg assisted.  Sinee the ineeption of the
Act, statisties show that 944 stay orders were
issned; 601 sueecessful meetings with ecredi-
tors were held; in 62 instances satisfactory
arrangements were made and stay orders
were withdrawn, while in 281 cases no satis-
factory arrangements were found possible,
The Biil proposes to re-enact the legislation
for one year, and certain amendments are
included, but they emibody no drastic altera-
tions. The amendments are regarded as
necessary becanse those charged with the ad-
ministration of the Aet have found the
amendments will make the operations of the
measure more successful and satisfaetory.
The amendments embedied in the Bill inelud»
provision for the extension of some sece-
tions. The definition of the word “farmer”
requires some cxtension to hring in execu-
tors and trustees under bequests, The scope
of the stay order has heen cxtended to ewm-
brace all assets of farmers. Certain amend-
ments are included fo define the position
more vlearly, The powers of reccivers in
relation 1o produce are dealt with. Power
is given to the director to appoint auwditors
to audit balanee sheets provided by receivers.
[t has heen found necessary to provide, alzo,
that wheve a farmer dies, his estate may he
carried on pending a new meeting of credi-
tors. A quornm iz also provided for. Secured
creditors are permitted to make further ad-
vances on the security if prodvetion will he
increased thereby. That is to say, they may
make further advanees if by so doing they
ecan make their seeurity sounder and effect
further production. New wire netting is to
he a charge on proceeds by, of course, instal-
ments. The farmer will he able to approach
the department to secure his netting sup-
plies. A clause is also included in the Bill
simplhifving the statement of the position in
connection with hills of sale, but nothiny in
the clause will affect properly registered hills
of sale or statutory liens.
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Mr. Latham: I think it will,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Has the
Leader of the QOpposition read the Bill?

Mr. Latham: I have not had time to go
inte it thoroughly, but glancing through it
1 think the clause will have that effeet.

Mr. Ferguson: Yes, if the hills of sale
are given within gix months.

Mr. Latham: If a bill of sale is given
witiin six months of the stay order, I think
it will set aside the stay order.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am glad
the Leader of the Opposition referred to the
point, because 1 raised i1t myself with the
Crown Solicitor.

Mr., Latham: I notice that the trustecs ave
still to get their £10 a year.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But they
will not he able to get both. The court has
ruled that they ean get both the £1¢ and the
3 per cent. The Bill provides that in futura
thexy will be ahle to get £10 or the 3 per
cent.

Mr. Latham: Has that matier heen hefore
the court? _

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T think
50.
Mr. Latham: T have not heard of it.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
heen informed that it has been before the
court. At any rate, the Bill provides that
the trustees can get £10 or 3 per cent. They
will be able to take one or the other, but nof
hoth. There has heen a lof of criticism of
the Aef, but, on the whole, it can be said
that an atmosphere of good-will has sur-
rounded the operations of the Aci. In fact,
there must be an atmosphere of good-will;
otherwise the Act could not be operative at
all. There is no compulsion under the Act
to compel any creditor to carry on a farmer;
it must be done quite voluntarily. There
must have been an atmosphere of good-will
surrounding the administration of the Aet,
inasmuch as 800 settlers were carried on last
vear. Although T have read criticisms and
listened to controversies regarding the Act,
since 1 have been Minister for Lands not
one settler who is under the Act has made a
complaint.

Mr. Latham: The criticism has always
heen indulged in by persons who have nevey
heen under the Aect, and never worked under
it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: At any
rate, I ean say that not one personal com-
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plaint has been made to me with reference
to the operations of the Aet. As the affairs
of 800 seftlers were dealt with last year,
there must have been—and there ought to be
—aun atmosphere of good-will, otherwise I
wouild have heard something aboat it.
The creditors, of course, have been much
naligned, and I can understand it in these
days when people are in difficulties. There
it an air of resentment because of prevail-
ing econditions, which are yery difficult.
Those conditions create an atmosphere that
causes discontent and hostility. Nevertheless
1 think the ereditors have responded very
well to tho spirit of the Aet. T regret that
the epactment of this legislation is again
necessary, 1 would have heen delighted if
the position regarding wheat had so im-
proved in Western Australia as to make it
unnecessary.

Mr. Ferguson: Would not we all?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
hopeful that the position will improve. [
do not say that I expect it to jmprove this
year or next year, but I hope it will im-
prove soon. I want to point out that we
had absolutely no control ever the condi-
tions that developed in Western Australia,
as a result of which the price obtained for
our wheat was nof payable. They were
governed by considerations over which we
had no control whatever. The Federal Gov-
ernment could do something to assist, and
intend doing something this year, when they
will distribute amongst farmers upwards of
£3,000,000, if the legislation proposed is
agreed to. Last year abhout £2,000,000, I
think, was provided for the farmers of Aus-
tralia, and of that amount between £300,000
and £400,000 was distributed in Western
Australia, TUnder the present Commeon-
wealth scheme, I believe about £600,000 will
be available for farmers in this State and if
thai be so, then omr farmers will receive,
as the vesult of that Commonwealth assist-
ance, about one-third more than they did
last vear. Of course I cannot say that
definitely, and I must be very careful
in making any statcment regarding the posi-
tion. In saying this, I add the necessary
qualification that the position has not yet
been definitely worked ont, but so far as we
can judge, our farmers are likely to receive
one-third more than they did last year. I
am very glad, as I know memhers generally
are, that the wool position is much brighter.
Tlarlier in the year those interested in the
wool industry proposed that a rehabilifation
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plan should be agreed upon to overcowne
their difficulties. I fuily appreciate that one
swallow does not make a sumwer, I do not
pretend that present-day prices mean that
the wool position is secure. Nevertheless,
we must be thankful that prices this year
have, on the whole, been satisfactory; prae-
ticaliy more than double those that ruled
last year. I am sure that the wool growers
must be mueh happier now than they werc
12 months ago. I hope the improved posi-
tion will eontinue. On the other hand, we
cannot hold out much hope for an improved
wheat position this year. It appears to me
that the wheat problem is wmuch greater than
the wool problem because of over-produc-
tion and the faect that countries that were
formerly buyers of our wheat are now large
producers themselves. Tt may have given
great satisfaction to Signor Musselini to
announce to his people that they had accom-
plished 2 wonderful achievement in produe-
ing all the wheat necessary to meet Italy’'s
requirements, but the announcement was
not welcome to us, It ig & much more seri-
ous matter from our standpeint. The same
position applics in other countries, like Ger-
many, France, and even England. This year
the British Government paid out between
£4,000,000 and £5,000,000 to wheat pro-
dueers as a bounty to encourage the produc-
tion of wheat, That is a very good thing for
the English farmer.

Mr. Patrick: They have a fixed price for
s definite quality of wheat.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, and
they have honussed it. That is a very good
thing for the English farmer, bhut we feel
it is ruining our markets; the policy of
England in regard to their wheat farmers
is a very serions thing for our eountry. It
is quite possible that many of the farmers
will reduce their wheat acreage. I think
they would be wise in doing so and chang-
ing over to something else, Quite a num-
ber have been carrying on for the last few
years with their own resources in the hope
that prices wonld improve. But they will
have to grow less wheat and go in for more
gtock. I advocated that three years ago,
when first the position arose. That policy
should be pursued by all; then one day when
every country does the same and the tide
goes out, there will be a shortage of wheat
and in consequenece the price will rise, And
that might be very soon, too, for one or two
had seasons are sufficient to set up a short-
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age of food-stuffs. Certainly I hope the
time will soon arrive when the wheat-grower
comes into his own again, We ought not
to he putting all our eggs in one basket. To
avoid that risk the farmers must be helped
to lessen their acreage of wheat and pro-
duce other commodities.

Mr. Patrick: Some of the distriets are
equipped only for growing wheat.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We know
that; there is no fencing and no water sup-
ply for stock. If the eountry has the re-
sources and can repair those omissions, it
would bhe one of the bhest works we could
embark upon—the provision of water sup-
ply and fencing and stock. No doubt the
Earmer who has 300 or 400 shecp has received
a nice cheque for his wool, which will pro-
vide at all events a living allowance for him
and his family, apart entirely from his erop
procecds. The Act cannot bhe judged only
on the number actually working under its
provisions. TIits effect elsewhere is note-
worthy, and its general effect has heen good.
I am not throwing bouguets at the Leader
of the Opposttion.

Mr. Latham: No, but I think you might
well do so.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
supported this legislation from the time it
first came into the House. I was a member
of the select committee that recommended
the Bill.

Mr. Patrick: The select committee did not
leave too much of it.

The JMINISTER FOR LANDS: 'They
usefully reduced it; previcusly it was over-
loaded and was not a hit workabhle.

Mr. Latham: You took out guite a lot,
and in another place more was taken out.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is now
a simple, workable measure. The basis which
is observed in ¢onnection with farmers whose
affairs are administered under the Aet has
become in very many instances the basis of
amicahle arrangements outside, thus ohbviat-
ing the necessity for stay orders. The Act
provides no compulsion on the creditor, yet
it is a sort of policeman. Under the Aect
the farmer ean get a consideration whieh he
eould not get if he had to ask for it pri-
vately. The fact that the legislation has had
its influence apart aitogether from the
farmers under the Aet is especially worthy
of note in relation to the undertaking given
by the Federal Attorney General to submit
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amendments to the Commonwealth DBank-
ruptey Aet, which if passed will allow State
legislation of this nature to function freely.
and permit of the State Act becoming the
aceepted medium for arranging farmers’
affairs where practicable, so that farming
operations may be continued.

Mr. Latham: But they promised that
when Mr. Brennan was Attorney General.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, bat
Mr. Latham has had a very much ecasier
passage than Mr. Brennan had, and so he
has time to give to these affairs. The officer
administering this Act bhas many callers
looking for advice as to the best method of
dealing with a ereditor or ereditors who may
be applying pressure.  The measure has
been of great use to the farmers, notwith-
standing that many of its operations have
been the subject of eriticism. X repeat, that
not a single farmer operating under this
legislation has made any protest to me, The
Bill if passed will operate for one year.
There have bheen demands elsewhere for
drastie legislation regarding farmers’ debts.
I hope during the recess to go thoroughiy
into the whole position and get some know-
ledge of the New South Wales Act, which
has been put forward as a measure to meet
the situation.

The Premier: And there is a new Act in
South Awustralia also.

The MINISTER TOR LANDS: Yes, but
that is not so much applauded as the Act of
New South Wales,

My, Latham: It is a bit harder.

The AMINISTER TFOR LANDS : Yes
very much harder. As I say, I hope during
the recess to go thoroughly into the farmers’
problems and difficulties, and to submit to
the House nest session legislation of a more
comprehensive nature with a view to giving
the farmer hope and confidence in the future.
[ do not think the Government ought to be
stampeded into legislation which has not
been fully investigated. Some people think
that schemes they put forward will meet the
situation, but in my opinion those schemes
will not meet the situation, and may destroy
the farmers' credit. Se I do not propose to
he stampeded into any such legislation until
[ really know where we are going, which ean
only be learned after investigation. The
Government have appointed a Royal Com-
mission fo inquire into the affairs of the
Agrienltural Bank. That Commission, I



2252

hope, will report next year, betore the House
meets. So it would be unwise in the Gov-
ment to introduce legislation dealing with
farmers’ problems in face of the faet that a
Royal Commission is now inquiring inte
those problems; for the Agrieultural Bank
is the largest single ereditor of the farmers.
Wlen that Royal Commission reports, the
Government may make that report the hasis
of any new legislation. So on this oceasion
I propose merely to submit the amending
Bill, to operate for one yvear, after whieh T
hope we shall have more comprehensive
legislation based on the Lknowledge that what
we propose will be of lasting henefit 1o the
farmers and the State. T move-—

That the Bill he now read a second time.

On motion hy Mr. Latham, debate ad-
Journed.

BILL—APPROPRIATION.

Stunding Orders Suspension.

On motinon by the Premier, ze much of the
Standing Orders were suspended as fo
enable the Bill to be passed through all its
stages at the one sitting,

Message.

Message from  the Lieut.-Gavernor re-
ceived and read, recomunending appropria-
tion for the purpose of the Bill.

¥

First Reading.
Bill introduced by the Premier and read
a first time,
Second Reading.
HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder} [6.13] in

moving the second reading said: The Bill
merely appropriates the expenditure of
money already approved hy Parliament

under Bevenue and Loan Account, T move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed.

Rill read a second time.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

In Commitlee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the “eport adopted.
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Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Couneil.

BILL—LOAN, £3,946,000.
Messuge.
Message from the Lient-Governor re-
ceived and read reecommending appropria-
tion for the purposes of the Bill

Second Reoding.

THE PREMIER (Hon, P. Collier-—
Boulder) [7.35] in moving the second read-
ing said: This Bill is to authorise the raising
of money ta carry out the works approved
by the Iouse on the Loan Estimates. In
addition to the amount proposed for loan
works, it is necessary to secure aunthority

to borrow the amount provided by the
Cominonwealth  Bank through the Toan

Council For revenue deficits. That accounts
for the fact that the total amount of the
Loan Bill is considerably in cxcess of the
amount of the Loan Estimates passed by
this Chamber. We have to raize a loan to
cover deficits.

Mr. Stubbs: A short-dated loan?

The PREMIER: The money to cover the
deficits has to be raised by loan, whether
short or long, and we need autherity under
the Loan Bill to do it. This Bill, there-
fore, covers net only the tatal amount of
the Loan Estimates passed by this House,
but also two years’ deficils on revenue ae-
count. The amount asked for is £3,046,000
and ot that £2,646,000 is requived for works
and £1,300,000 to meet revenue deficits. I
wish members to bear that in mind. The
total of the Loan Bill appears to be high,
but it covers two years of revenune deficils.
Last year the amount provided for was
£2,176,000, and the increase over the amount
provided last year is due, in part, to the
gradual exhaustion of anthorities obtained
m the past under previous Aects, as well as
to the inclusion of the amount advanced to
meet revenue deficits. When reviewing past
operations, we must remember that addi-
tional moneys were raised by means other
than a Loan Aet. For instance, the expen-
diture under the Loan Aects of the past three
vears did not cover the whole of the money
horrowed. 1In 1930-31 a sam of £600,000
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was raised by the issue of mortgage bonds
and debentnres.

Mr. Lathawm:
Bank?

The PREMIER: Under the Agricnliural
Bank Act and the Finance and Develop-
ment Act. The latter Aet was passed dur-
e the first vear of olliec of the Govern-
ment with which the bon. wmember was asso-
ented,  That amount did net figure in the
loan expenditure for that year, so that actu-
aily the loan expenditure during that year

From the Comnnonwealth

wias £600,000 greater than would appear
Crom the lignres. The money was rvaised
umder a separate borrowing power. In
14931-32 a further £100,000 was raised by
similar  means. Altogether,  therefore,

ALT00000 was raized by those means apart
from the amount raised under Loan Acts.
The money was bhorrowed from the Cow-
monwealth Bank and was at calll We are
paying interest on it now, and the money
ix still at cail,

My, Latham: The total has been reduced.

The PREMIER: Slightly reduced, hut
the money is at eall and 1 hope the bank will
not ecall it up. I do not kuow how we
should manage if the bank did eall it up. 1
mention these facts to indicate that the
actnal expenditure of loan moneys in those
two vyears was £700,000 more than it is
generally  believed to  have been.  This
avenue of raising money is now closed to
us, and 50 we must raise the mouney for all
requirements under the sole authority of a
Loan Act. The other Aet is still in exist-
ence, but monex is not available to
us  under that authority.,  Previous to
1930 revenue deficits were  financed out
of authorised loans, but with the ex.
haunstion of loan lunds and the closure
of the loan warket. it beeame necessary to
obtain assistance from the Commonwealth
Buank through the issue of Treasury bills.
Those bills form part of the publie debti,
and as such they require Parliamentary
authorisation under the Loan Act. Accorl-
ingly, provision is made in the Bill for
authority to borrow £1,300,000. The esti-
mated revenue defieit is £748,465, and the
difference represents part of revenue de-
fieits not authorised by any previous Lean
Acts.

My, Latham: That is by arrangement with
the T.oan Council?

The PREMIER: Yes. That brings the
tatal of the Loan Bill above the total agreed
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to under the Loan Estimates. The provi-
sion of Funds for entively new works is
limited to the Yuna-Dartmoor railway and
the Southern Cross Southwards railway,
thongh the commencement of the Canning
reservoir may ahuost be vegarded as a new
work. Last year part of the floating debt
wos funded out of the loon raised in Novem-
ber, 1932, Treasury bills to the amounnt of
£474,000 were converted into Commonwealt:
stock. By such conversions the State loses,
beeause the Treazury bills carry a much
lower rate of interest than do Common-
wealth stock, We might pay interest af the
rate of 23, per vent. on Treasury hills, but
the average for Commonwealth stock is 31
or 3% per cent.  Consequently the interest
charges amaiust the State are increased on
that aceount. '

Hon, W. D, Johnson: Do the ordinary
sinking fund provisions apply to Common-
wealth stoek?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: And the Common-
wealth Government contribute 5s. per cent.g

The PREMIER: Yes; to all moneys bor-
rowed, the sinking fund applies. The loan
requirements of the Government from 1930
to November, 1932, were financed by the
Commonwealth Bank through the issue of
Treasnry hills. Those were the years when
we rould not go on the market. The money
market, hotl: in London and Australia, was
pructically elosed to us, and so all Australian
Governments were financed during those two
years by the issue of Treasury bills to the
Commonwealth Bank. No other means of
obtaining the money were open to us. In
addition to the loan moneys raised by the
issue of Treasury hills, the deficits of all
Austenlian Governments were financed by
tlte 1=sue of Treasury bills to the Commo:-
wenlth Bank. The effect of the issuing of
tkose bhills hy all Governments, inciuding
the Commonweanlth, Las been to crea'e a2
large unfunded debt which could be called
up by the Commonwealth Bank at short
notice.  Unfortunately, industry is making
little demand for financial assistanee from
the banks, and the banks invest [unds in
Treasury bills. Otherwise they would have
frozen money on their hands, From the
point of view of the banks, the financ-
ing of Treasurx bills 15 a good invest-
ment. The security is safe; a large amount
of monevy is not needed by the in-
dustries of the Commonwealth, and it
suit= the hankz to moke money avail
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able for the issue of Treasmry bills.
The policy of the Commonwealth Bank is
to convert as much as possible of this float-
ing debt into a long-term debt, now that
loan money is available in the market. There
has heen a sharp difference of opinion at
Loan Council meetings, especially at the re-
cent meeting and one held earlier, between
the State Treasurers and the Commonwealth
Bank as to the way in which loans raised in
Australia showld he ufilised by the States
to meet their needs and as to the amount
that should he made available for funding
the Treasury bills. The policy of the Com-
monwealth Bank is te keep on reducing the
Treasury hills, if they can.

Mr. Latham: They want more moncy.

The PREMIER: Yes. The short term, or
floating debt, of the Commonwenlth and
States at 30th June last was £83,000,000, of
which the indebtedness in Australia was
£48,875,000 and in London £34,125,000. Ad-
mittedly, that is a very large sum of money
to have as a floating debt, a total of
£83,000,000. It bas been higher, because
part of it was funded during the past year
or two. That is the position so far as the
Commonwealth is coneerned. The position
with regard to our State at the end of June
last was:—

£
Australian indebtedness 4,875,000
London indebtedness 3,098,000
Total .. £8,973,000

That is our floating debt, wkich is covered
by Treasury bills in London and Australia
hecause of the impossibility of raising loans
in the wusnal way during past vears hy
finaneing through the Commonwealth Bank
hy Treasury hills, Our sinking fund at the
30th June was £1,346,000, held as foliows :—

£
National Debt Commission 106,000
Crown agents . . 1,151,000
Endowment poliey account ' Kan-
garoo'’ motor ship §9,000
£1.346,000

As members will know, the National Deht
Commission is an Awustralion hody.  The
amonnt held by Crown agents, £1,151,000,
is in respect of a loan of £098,000 falling
due in London in January.

Mr. Latham: Then you have more than
you want.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER: Yes. We lave a loan
falling due in January of £098,000, against
which we hold in the sinking fund £1,151,000,
so there will be a surplus of about £160,000.
The sinking fund exceeds the amount of the
loan and the difference will he available on
redemption. Omr debt per head has heen
increasing. It increased in the last ten years
by approximately £52 per head. In com-
parison with the per capita debts of ths
Dastern States, that amount may appear to
be unduly high. Tt must be remembered,
however—onc cannct repeat this statement
too often—that no real comparizon can he
made of the per capita indebtedness of this
State and of the other States of Australia.
Ours stands out very mmeh above the other
States, and those who do not understand
the circumstances of the States are apt to
come to the conclusion that we are carrying
a far heavier debt per head of the peopu-
lation than do the other States. That is
not 60, hecause, as I have frequently stated,
and as hon. members know, many of the pub-
lic utilities in Western Anstvalia are financed
from Government loans, which is not the case
in Bastern Australia. There they ave fin-
anced by trusts and hoards, whieh have sepa-
rate borrowing powers. In many eases, par-
tieularly in Melbourne and Sydney, very
large summs of money have been horrowed
for public utilities, und those horrowings do
not show at all in the loan indebtedness of
the States, and consequently do not figure
in their per eapita indebtedness.

Hon, N, Keenan: Have you the correct
figures?

The PREMIER: I have not, but I can
cite a few oulstanding instances. There is
the Mclbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works which controls the water sapply and
sewerage of Melbourne. In our State the
money for water supply and sewerage was
horrowed by the State and therefore figures
in our national debt. The Melbourne and
Metropolitan Board of Works alone has bor-
rowed £25,000,000, so that for purposes of
comparison, that amount should be included
in the public debt of Vietoria,

Hon. N. Keenan: By how much would
that increase the public debt?

The PREMIER: I have not worked that
out. There are other hodies in Vietoria with
horrowing powers, for instance, the Harbour
Trast.

Mr. Latham: And the Tramways Board.



[ DecEmier, 1933.]

The PREMIER: Yes. The moneys cx-
pended on harbour works in Melbrurne were
borrowed by the Harbour Trust and do uot
appear in Victoria’s public debt. In addi-
tion, very laree sumsi of money were ex-
pended in the construction of the Melbourne
tramway svstem. That is a very hig sy~tem,
extending as far as 20 miles ont trom the
city. Nomne of that money appears in the
publie debt of Vietoria, because it was hor-
rowed by the Tramways Board.

My, Sampzon: Yon agree that that method
has a good deal to recommend if.

The PREMIER: | am not talking of the
principle.  As a matter of fact, I believe it
is right, hut that is by the way.

Mr. Lathaw : The assets ave there to repre-
sent the woney.

The PREMIER: | am pointing out the
difference.  The amount expended on our
eleciricity =upply appears in our loan in-
debtedness, whereas the great clectrical works
in Vietoria, that supply Melbourne and iwun-
dreds of miles of the country districts, were
financed by o bhoard, and the amount how-
rowed does not appear in the public debt of
Vietoria.

AMr. Stubbs: Several million pounds were
expended on that undertaking in Vietoria,

Mr. Latham: Ten million pounds.

The PREMIER: Those four items alone,
wafer and sewerage, harbour works, tram-
wayvs and electrieity supply, not to mention
some others—there are othar boards, the
Geelong harbour trust has separate bhorrow-
ing powers—account for an enormous sum
of monev; whereas the expenditure on
sitnilar undertakings in our State figures in
our loan expenditure. In Swvdncy, a similar
state of affairs exists. I have not the figures,
hut one ean easily imagine the amount of
money that would he expended on water
supply and sewerage for a eity as hig as

Sydney. Only a month ago the Water Sup-
ply Board of Sydney, with the consent of
the Loan Couneil, horrowed £2,000,000.

That was s windfall for the Treasurer of
New South Wales, because the Water Sup-
ply Board were in arvear with their interest
payments to the Government to the extent
of £1,000,000. Imomediately the board
secured the loan of £2,000,000, the Treasurer
of New South Wales took £1,000,000 of it
into revenme to meet the interest owing to
the Government.
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Mr. Latham: "This State has borrowed
money to assist farmers, whereas in the other
States farmers were assisted by o separate
bank.

The PREMIER: That applies also to
South Australin. T think this aspeet of the
yuestion e¢annot be stated too often.

Mr. Stubbs: It should be hroadeast all
over the State.

The PREMIER: Yes, so that we might
not. be held up to the publie, who do nol
know the facts, as an extravagant, borrowing
people, who have borrowed far in excess ot
the other States of Australia,

Members: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: The amount set out in
the Bill is to cover the Estimates we have
Just passed. T need not repeat what was
said on the discussion on the Loan Estimates,
During the depression many people have
lost their employment, private industry has
been at a standstill, and there has been an
obligation on the Government to provide
work. Because of the depression, it is not
possible fo pay for this work out of revenne.
We must either find work for the people, or
provide them with sustenance, and in  the
cireumstances T think we ave justificd in
bringing forward this Loan Bill. It is in-
evitable that woney should he borrowed for
this purpose. T can only hope that we are
nearly turning this invizible, this mythieal,
corer,

Mr. Mann: Tt is mythieal,

The PREMIER: In =ome respects it is,
hut it is comforting to know that the pas-
toralists have turned the corner, although
that is not the case so Ear as those engaged
in farming and agricultural pursuits are con-
ecrned,  Unfortunately, it is not =0 with the
wheatgrower, as to whom this State is carry-
ing n very heavy burden. Having regavd o
all the circnmstancez, and the relative popu-
lation of our State and of other States, [
helieve we have granted the wheatgrower a
=reater measure of financial assistanee ihan
hias heen the caso in the other States of Aus-
tralia.  As a matter of faet, it can almost
truly be said that herc wheat farming is
a great national enterprise, a Siate-owned
enterprise, hecause the wheat-growers have
heen financed almost entirely by the Gov-
ernment for many years past. That is an
oblization which is still with us, a very
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serions one, having regard to the fact thar
the priee of whent remainsg as low as it iz
at present. T vealise, as mueh as anyone
does, the dangers of over-horrowing, especi-
ally when snch a large percentage of our
tatal revenue is now requived to meet inferest
and  sinking  fund eharges.  There iz no
doubt ihe position is a serious one and if
we over-horrow we shall be foreed to tax
the people beyond their eapacity to pay the
ever-increasing interest charges. However,
I sec no way out of it at present while the
position continues as it is. While the State
and the Commonwealth and, in fact, the
whole world, remain in the slough of the
depression, there is nothing elze left to us.
because it we do not raise the money to
find work for the unemployed by borrowing
it, we shall have fo find it somechow or
other from revenue to maintmin the unem-
ployed on sustenanee. Therefore, it is
almost as broad as it is long, TlLe amount
that wonld he requirved to meet the susten-
ance payments would be double what we
are borrowing. The expenditure on susten-
ance for the vear hefore last was, I think,
about £700,000. At that time little work
was heing organised and the men were dvaw-
ing sustenance, but giving very little in
return for it. I am hopeful that the expen-
diture on sustenance this year will be under
£300,000, considerably less than half what
it was two yvears ago. That ean only be done,
of course, becanse of the greater amount
of money we are borrowing to find work,
If we did not borrow, we should have to find
that amount for sustenance, and at the end
of the yvear we should have to bhorrow the
amount and include it in & Loan Bill for
the next vear. That is the present position,
and I am afraid that wntil things improve
there is no eseaping it. I do not wish to
raise false hopes or delude myself into the
belief that we are on the road to prosperity,
but certainly it does seem o me that there
are indieations, not only here but through-
out the Commmonwealth, of some improve-
ment a- compared with the position of a
year or two ago. In the circumstances 1
am nnahle to submit a Loan Bill for any
lesser amount than that indicated by the
figures. I move—

That the Bill he now read a second fime,

On wmotion by Mr. Latham, debate ad-
journed,

[ASSEMBLY.]

BILL—DENTISTS ACT AMENDMENT.
Serond Reoding.
Debate resnmed from the 4th October.

MR, LATHAM (York) [8.2]: 1 oppose
the second reading of the Bill. I am one
of those who believe that some amendment
ol the Dentists At is neressary. At the
snme time ! hold that the amending measure
should be # Government Bill. T look for-
ward fo the Minister for ITealth bringing
down a Bill which will remedy existing
shortcomings of the Act.

AMr, Lambert: Do you think sueh a Biil
would lhave any greater merit than this
one?

Mr. LATHAM: I shali deal with that
aspect az T go along. In introducing this
Bill, the over laboured certain aspects.
The main points at issue, however, Clauses
3 and 4, he left alone; and those are the
two dangerous provisions. In fact, they
open wide the door to admit any unqualified
man into the dental prolession in any hap-
hazard way.,

A, Tambert: State the case Caivly; do
aol state it untruthEally,

Mr. LATHAM: [ could not possibly
state it as unfairly as the hon. member did.
He was suffering considerably from the
effects of imagination. 1t wonld be well for
us to bave an idea of what dentistry is to-
day. It is not the old profession, which
simply knoeked out persons’ teeth. To-day
dentistry 15 a highly qualified profession.
If we agreail to the views of the mover of
the Bill, a few more teeth would be knocked
ont, Conditions have altered very mueh
recently. For example, the story told by
the hen. memher alout a Chinnman helonys
to the distant past. There has been such
vast improvement and development in the
profession that things of that kind are not
likely to oceur to-day. Seme people think
that dentistry simply neans extracting
tecth and fitting plates, bn! to-day the den-
list is a recognised specinlist in o hraneh
of wmedicine. If one goes to a medieal man
for examination, one of the first things the
practitioner does is to have a look at one's
teeth, and he is very likely to direet the
patient to consult a qualificd dentist. That
is an important aspect, and we should build
up our case from that. Tf the medieal man
is to send us to a proetitioner in another
branch of inedicine, we onght to he assured
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that we shall receive the hest possible iveat-
ment in that other branch. The only way
to achieve that is to have properly qualified
dentists possessed not only of practical
knowledge but of theoretival knowledge as
well.

3Mr. Lambert: You know that there was
an amendment of the Dentists Act in 1920

Mr. LATHAM: I am aware of fbat. T
read that Aect ecarefully, and I have also
read the speeches delivered on it here, 1
remember a speech of the hon. member, who
did not appear to be in favour of the Bill.

Mr. Lambert: 1 have never heen in favour
of letting people in by the back door, as
was dene at that period.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. LATHAM: In view of the great im-
provement effected since then, 1 should
have thouzht the hon. member would be
horrified at the idea of re-opening the back
door, and that is really what the Bill pro-
poses. To-day, I rvepeat, it is not only a
question of practieal knowledge but of
theoretical knowledge as well, A dentist
must be able to diagnose lesions and patho-
logical conditions of the jaw. Tt is to that
end the medical man sends his patients to
the dentist. Frequently the dentist, in deal-
ing with a patient’s jaw, discovers some
thing which he knows calls for the atten-
tion of a surgeon; and then he sends the
patient to a surgeon for treatment. In
order to be able to diagnose such condi-
tions, the dentist must have the highest pos-
sible qualifications. Recently an Act was
passed for the establishment of a school of
anatorny in Perth. That siep was taken
specially to assist students of dentistry. My
hope is that eventually that sehool, in con-
junction with a ehair of dentisiry at the
University, will enable loeal stndents to be
qualified highly enough to emjoy reciprocal
advaniages with other Universities. The
last thing we should do is fo lower the
standard of the dental profession, All our
endeavours should tend towards building up
the standard.

Mr. Lamberi: Can you point ont where
the standard is being lowered in the Bill?

Mr. LATHAM : If the hon, member reads
Clauses 3 and 4, he will see that a lowering
of the standard is contained in them.

Mr. Lambert: What abhout the rest of the
Bill?
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Mr. LATHAM: The hon. member stressed
other aspects, but he omitted any reference
to the back door entry. We provide free
education in the schools and at the Univers-
ity, and do almost everything possible to
nsgist our people to secure higher qualifica-
tions.  If this legislation passes, we shall
be breaking down those qualifications instead
of huilding them up. To-day the dental ztu-
dent has to qualify hy education, and then
he is expected to spend a period at the
Technieal School, where he receives free in-
struetion in Science.

Mr. Lambert: How many members of the
dental profession do you think could to-day
vass the matriculation examination?

Mr, LATHAM: It is not a question of
what has been done in the past. We are
setting up a standard for the future. Let
us build up to that standard.

My, Lambert: That is for the other tellow.

Mr. LATHAM: YWhere are we going to
scop?  We must stop somewhere. In 1920
we started, and we bave gradually built up
a standard of high qualifications.

Mr. Moloney: What about the South Aus-
tralian Aet?

Mre, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. LATHAXM: Our desire is to have
dentists of the highest possible qualifications.
[ do not think anyone desires anything clse.

AMr. Lambert: Do you believe that I desire
anything else?

Mr. LATHAM: No. The hon. member iy
unfertunate, however, as regards Clauses 3
and 4 of the Bill. I do not doubt that the
hon. member’s present intentions are as hon-
ezt as his intentions were in 1920. In the
Bill he puts up all sorts of provisions, of
whieh some may be useful, though I consider
that in the main there is little need for them.
No one would suggest for a moment that
anything should be done to discourage the
specialist in medicine. On the contrary,
specialisation in medicine is encouraged in
every wav; and similarly we shoald encour-
age specialisation in dentistry. In fact, the
lendency is to specialise in every braneh of
medicine. I propose to read io the House
some remarks made by the present Minjs-
ters in days gone by. I quote from the
“West Australian” of the 16th June, 1924—

The Minister for Works (Mr. MceCallumy,
when replving to a deputation of civil en-
gincers serking to sccure more encouragement

from the Government in the matter of profes-
sional employment on Government works, pro-
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mised that the deputation’s caze would receive
full consideration, and assured them that the
Government were fully alive to the neeessity
for the existence of properly qualified en-
gineers in the Siate. The Government proved
that when the position of Engincer-in-Chief
beeame vacant, for it offered a larger salary
than any paid in the other States. They could
rely upon the Government’s giving prefercnce
to loeal talent and assisting graduates to pet
u proper professional footing,

I believe that is correct.

Mr. Lambert: Your Government showed
appreciation of that position by sacking th:
finest Engineer-in-Chief Western Australia
ever had,

Mr. LATHAM: One cannot keep an engi-
neer if one cannot afford to pay him. On
the 16th June of this year the “West Aus-
tralian” published the following:—

The Minister for Industrial Devclopment
(Mr. Kenneally), in reply to a deputation
from the Master Tailers’ Association and the
Clothing Trades Union alleging that factory-
made suits were being sold to the publie as
tailor-made, said that the question was import-
ant from the point of view of tradesmanship,
and anything thai eould be dome to preserve
the position of trained tradesmen would be of
benefit to the people generally.

It appears that the tendency in the minds
of Ministers is to build up standards and not
to tear them down. On the 31si May of this
year the following appeared in the “West
Australian” :—

The Minister for Agriculture (Mr. Milling-
ton), when opening the third annual Exhibi-
tion of Building Designs and Materigl, said,
““There was a disposition among builders of
homes to leave out the architeet and to accept
something designed in a rough and ready style
by an amateur. Personally he always believed
in consulting the expert, as the work would
then be cconomieally and effectively done.’”

I think we can apply those sentiments tfo
dentistry. If we are to have a good job
done, we must obtain the services of a well-
trained man—not one who has merely spent
a little time in the surgery or in the work-
shop, but one who has gained a thorough
knowledge of those things which are essen-
tial to the building up of professional skill.
This is the day of the specialist. Every-
one i3 specialising in something or other.

Mr. Lamhert; There are two branches of
dentistry, which faet distingunishes dentistry
from every other profession. There is the
manufacturing branch, and there is the oper-
ative branch, That must clearly be horne in
mind.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. LATHAM: It is borne in mind. In
both respects one must have the very best
trained men. I know of notking that ean
b¢ more uncomfortable than a dental plate
which does not fit well. I know of nothing
more serious than to have one’s jaw dealt

with by a man whose knowledge is confined

to using the foreceps upon it. Everywhere
we turn to-day we find the training of men
along Jines of specialised knowledge, and wa
shonld eneourage that tendency. Certainly
there will be people outside the House who
will sirive to secure cheap labour, but it is
too often found that cheap professional
advice is dear professional adviee. The story
with the moral that the doctor who makes
a mistake buries his patient, contains a lof
of truth., A man may experience life-long
suffering simply because of bad treatment.
Some dentists are practising to-day under
conditions that were permitted when we
passed the amending Act in 1920. Since
then, we have set up a bigh standard.

Mr. Lambert: Where,

Mr. LATHAM: In Western Australia.

Mr. Lambert: Merely an educational
standard to keep others ouf.

Mr, LATHAM: Nothing of the sort.

Mr. Lambert: I wish yon would poinf
out where the high standard has been set
up.

Mr. LATHAM: I eannot imagine that
the present Minister for Health would do

anything but encourage highly qualified men.

He gave evidence of that when he assisted
to establish the present Dental Hospital,
where students are trained. T agree with
the Minister that it would@ be better if all
our students were trained there.

Hon. . D. Johnson: That is the praetice
to-day.

Mr. Latham: They can be trained better
under that method. They must attend there
in order to go through the school of
anatomy. I agree that it is all to the good
if students are articled to the Dental Hos-
pital. .

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That is what ia
done,

Mr. LATHAM: I was informed that it
was not altogether so.

Mr. Lambert: If you give me the oppor-
tunity, I will make it eompulsory under the
provisions of the Bill.

Mr. LATHAM: I have given the hon.
member some indieation of the clauses that
I regard as objectionable and perhaps be-
tween us we may be able to knock the Bill
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into decent skape. At any rate, the Bill is
one that should have been introduced by the
Minister for Health, not by a private mem-
ber.

Mr, Lambert: It may interest the hon.
member to know that Mr. Justice Draper,
when be was a Minister of the Crown, asked
me to introduce the Bilt I did previously.
He asked me speeially to do so.

Mr. LATHAM: He may have asked you
to de¢ so because be was opposed to it.

Mr. Lambert: That was not the position,
I took a deputation to him to discuss the
matter.

Mr, LATHAM: To-day we are contribut-
ing a lot of money towaris the maintenance
of hospitals. We are building np infant
health centres in order to start off our
children under healthy conditions, If we
agree to the Bill under disenssion, what will
it mean? The cffect will be that the dental
treatment the people will receive will bo
at the hands of people who are not qualified.
I Lope the House will not agree to anything
of the sort. The member for Yilgarn-Cool-
gardie (Mr. Lambert} may have some know-
ledge of what students are expected to
study. One thing that we should do is to
safeguard the publie health. We shonld
protect the public from unskilled treatment.
People are entitled to expect the very best
professional treatment when they pay for it.
That being so, we should prevent persons
from practising who are not qualified. I
made inquiries with a view to aseertaining
the curriculum that dental students are
expected to undertake. It is just as well
for members to have some idea of what the
students have to study. In the first year,
they have to study the anatomy of the head
and neck, with practical dissection; chemis-
try, theory and practice; metallurgy, theory
and practice; practical dental mechanics.
In the second year, the subjects are: Physi-
ology; dental anatomy; operative technique;
dental mechanies, theory and practical. Up
to that stage they have no surgical work at
all, In the third year, the subjects are:
Dental materia mediea and therapeuties,
dental surgery and pathology; baeteriology
and general pathology; hospital practice in
operative dentistry and mechanieal dentistry;
dental radiology. In the fourth vear, they
have to study: General medicine and oral
surgery; orthodontia: advanced dental sur-
zery and pathology, theory; advaneced dental
mechanics, theory: advanced practical opera-
tive and mechanieal dentistry. Examina-
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tions nre held every November, and there are
supplementary examinations in  Febrnary
for those who may need them.

Mr. Lambert: You will get an awful shock
if von are told how many of the students
pass,

Mr. LATHAM: Nearly all of them pass.

Mr. Lambert: Sinee the latest rules of the
Dental Board were issued?

Mr. LATHAM: Yes. Of course, some
students have given up the course during
the last few years beeaunse they had not
sullicient money to enable them to pay their
fees.

Ar. Lambert: Or was that oceasioned as a
result of the Dental Board's claborate pro-
graise regarding dental seience?

My. LATHAXM : That was not the position.

Mr. Lambert: You may be pardoned for
not knowing; 1 am in a very charitable
10004,

Mr. LATHAM: The hon. member is, of
course, very charitable, but he made some
wild statements that I have investigated.
For instance, he said that qualified men in
the city sent nnqualified dentists into the
country distriets as their substitutes. I have
found out that that is not so at all. No
qualified men are sending unqualified dentists
to conntry eentres. I inguired from some of
the dentists who are praetising in the eoun-
try, to find out how many are practising
there. As a result of my Inquiries, I found
that in this State we have one dentist to
every 2490 persons. In South Anstralia
this year, there is one dentist to every 2,995
persons; in Victoria, there is one to every
2,270 persons; in Tasmania, one to every
1,850 persons; in New South Wales, one to
every 1,825, and in Queensland, one dentist
to every 2,070 persons. It will be seen,
therefore, that we have a fair nnmber of
dentists for the population of the State and
we compare favourably with the conditions
that obtain in the Eastern States.

Mr. Lambert: Buot when the Act was
amended in 1920 the argument used then was
that there were not suflicient dentists for the
population of the State,

Mr, LATHAM: I find that there are 44
dentists practising in the country districts,
and 82 in the metropolitan area, making a
total of 126 dentists. The member for
Yilgarn-Ceolgardie asked me how many
apprentices there were, and I made inquiries
in order to ascertain the facts. T find that
there are 111 apprentices who were regis-
tered from the 1st January, 1920, to 1932
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Of them, 82 have completed their course and
are registered as dentists, or are entitled to
be 50 registered. Those who are still serving
articles number 18, and 11 only have not
completed their course. The standard of the
examinations is not so high that the strain
i1s terrifie. That must be apparent when
members realise that 11 students only ount of
111 have not completed the conrse. There
are probably reasons other than those asso-
ciated with the exawminations to acecount for
the failure of those 11 to complete their
cowrse. I find that in nearly every country
centre from one to three dentists ave prac-
tizing. In those cireumstances, the statement
of the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie that
these unqualified people go into the country
areas and do all sorts of wild things is not
borne out by the faets. T cannot imagine
local dentists not policing the Ac¢t in the
country distriets. Of course they do police
its provisions, and they will not allow those
who are not qualified to compete with them.

Mr, Lambert: Tt is only necessary to go
10 miles from the nearest registered dentist’s
premises, and a wman ean practize till the
crack of doom.

Mr. LATHAM: T can just imagine it.

Mr. Grifliths: Massey-Crosse is doing it
with his caravan.

Mr. LATHAM: But he is a registered
dentist.

My, Griffiths: Yes,

Mr. Lambert: Under Section 4 of the 1920
Act.

Mr. LATHAM: That is not operating
to-day.

Mr. Lambert: Of course it is. Anyone
can be a blacksmith or a tinker and cngage
in the business so long as his partner iz a
dentist.

Mr. LATHAM: The hon. member is pro-
viding for far worse things in his Bill. Tt
sets out clearly that provided a man is of
good hehaviour and has been engaged in
the practice of operative and prosthetic
dentistry for not lesz than eight vears he
will he registered so long as the applieation
for registration is made within six months
of the passing of the legislation.

Mr, Lambert: That is not so; that refers
to registration of articles of apprentice-
ship.

Mr. LATHAM: (Clause 4 provides that
any apprentice whose articles have lbeen
registered by virtue of the provision I have
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veferred to is to be entitled to be regis-
tered as a dentist, provided he proves that
within four years after the registration of
his articles he passes an examination in
practical dentistry, as decfined in the
schedule of the 1020 Act. That Act was a
small one and its purpose was to allow
cerfain men who had served overzeas during
the War to enter the profession.

Mr. Lambert interjected.

Alr, SPEAKER: Order. I think if the
Leader of the Opposilion were to address
the Chair he would get on hetter.

AMr., LATHAM: I am endeavouring to
do s0. I am nfraid that the member for
Yilgnrn-Coolgardie will find it diffieult to
persuade members to his way of thinking.
It would be very unfair to allow a man or
a woman to pay £200 to qualify for en-
trance to the dental profession and then
just before completing hiz or her studies,
to introduee a Bill that wonld throw open
the door to almost anyone to enter on the
strength of an examination very little above
the ordinary school standard. That would
be most unfair to students. I remember
that on one oceasion we amended the Adt
rvelating to architects, and laler we permit-
ted one man to become registered, althoneoh
the Aet would have deprived him of that
opportunity.  We must view these prob-
lems in the light of present day ecirenm-
stances. We must first have regard to the
health of the people and see to it that they
get the hest professional advice possible.
We should permit our students, having
provided then: with free edueation, nol only
to practice here but in any part of the
British Ewmpire, once they are fully quali-
fied. That could not be done unless we set
up a high standard of efficiency.

Mr. Lambert: It cannot be done under
the existing Aect.

Mr. LATHAM: It is for vz fo see that
the standard is maintained. What is the
School of Anatomy for, exeept to build up
this education? I hope the Touse will re-
gard the whole position, first from the point
of view of public health, secandly from the
point of view of the profession, which is
that when a person comes along for advicee
he should get the hest, and thirdly, that we
shall give some consideralion to those who
destre 1o build up the profession. It is no
use our training people when there is no
opening for them.
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The Premier: Ask the member for Swan
what he thinks about apprentices.

Mr. LATHAM: A lietle while ago we
were training teachers in excess of the oppor-
tunities available to them, and we had
number of trained norses who eould not po--
sibly find employment. We do not wunt to
overdo these professions; we want in the
profession only so many as will have oppor-
tunity to earn a livelihood.

Mr. Lambert: What an awtul thing it
would be if a reaining Tor politieians were
introduced,

M. LATHAM: The hon. member would
never pass the examination; there would he
one vacant seat immediately. The hon. mem-
ber has too thorough o knewledge of every-
thing under the sun to enable him to qualify
as a politivian. | desire that we should
amend the Dental Aet, and if the Minister
will hring down an amending Bill to shape
the Act more in conformity with the legisla-
tion of the Eastern States, I will give him
every assistance. But I do not like the Bitl
introdueed hy the hon. member.

AMr. Lambert: And [ did not like the Bills
introduced by you,

Mr. LATHAJM: You were not here to like
them, although probahbly vou were hehind
the scenes somewhere. Clauses 3 and 4 are
the ohjectionable features in this Bill.

Mr, Lambert: Has the Bill no merit
all?

Me, LATHAM: 1t ought to he left to the
Mlinister to hring down such a Bill, for he
has greater knowledge of these things, and
can get expert adviee, But the hon. men-
her sits down and ihinks out all the worst
things he can of the profession. He want-
the Dental Board to form themselves into 1
court of petiy sessions to deal with common
assault eases. OF comrse that is ridiculous.
No one would suzgest that the Dental Board
should do that kind of thing.

Mr. Lambert: There are provisions for ir
in the Act.

Ar, LATHAM: Avd there are provisions
for it in the Police Aet also.

Aly. Lambert: What about the Medical
Act?

Mr. SPEARKER: Ovder! The hon, mem-
ber will have a chance to reply.

Mr. LATHAM: He will have no reply to
make if you, Sir, permit him a few more
jnterjections. I hope the Housze will no!
agree to the sccond reading, and that the
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Minister will bring down a Bill, as the result
of whieh the Acl will come more into con-
formity with the legislntion of the Eastern
States,

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [8.33]: I
supported the amending Bill of 1920 on the
ground that there had heen no amendmment
imade to the Act zinee 1899, Tn that vear
there were 52 dentists regisiered in the State,
and in 1920 there had heen an addition of
only one dentist, winle the population of the
State had increased by 140,000 persons. At
the time I supported that amending Bill
there had been endless bickering, and all
sorts of romplaints and anemalies. The
Dentul Board were acensed of being a cloze
corporation which would not allow deserv-
ing people 1o enter the profession: in some
instunces the board had fo he threatened with
Supreme Court action bhefore they would
atlow qualilied men into the protession. [n
1899 the population of the State was nearly
191,000, Up to that date there had been
registered only 32 dentists, and 21 years
luter, with an increase of 140,000 to the
population, there was only one additional
dentist, In 1933 we have n population of
437,515, or an inevease in 13 years of
T06,000; and we have 171 registered dentists,
showing that the amendment te the Aet in
1920 has resulted in an increase of nearly
300 per cent. Since the passing of the Act in
1894, 52 dentists were registered in the frst
five years, one was rvegistered in the next
21 years, 53 in the mnext four vears, and
since then 65 have heen rvegistered. The
hon, member, when mnoving the sceond real-
ing of the Bill, said that I’erth had no regis-
tered dentista {or business in the agricul-
tural districts.  But wherens Perth had 53
registered dentists in 1920, it now has 85.
And one can go down the list and find that
all the suburhs of Perth have been supplied
with dlentists, and in many suburbs their
nwber has heen inereased, In 1924 thers
were 11 new Llowns that had ne registered
dentist, wheveas to-day those iowns have 13,
while cight suburhan areas have acquired
nine additionnl dentists.  So even though
up to & certain period the Dental Board may
have been somewhat eonservative, the amend-
ing Bill of 1920 has thrown open the door
to a great influx of dentists; whereas we had
53 in 1924, to-day we have 171. Then, if
we look down the list of fecs charged by the
dentist=, we sce that theve must be intense
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competition, else those fees would be much
higher than they are.  The hon. member,
when moving the second rveading, put before
us the amorous hehaviour of certain den-
tists when their lady clients called upen
them. That had nothing to do with the Bill,
of course, but it supplied a flippant air to
the hon. member’s remarks. The Leader of
the Opposition pointed to the unfair state-
ments made hy the hon. member about metro-
politan firms sending out unqualified men to
the agricultural districts. Certainly I think
the hon. member, when making such a state-
ment, shonld have given names. The Dental
Board have not had from the Crown Law
Department the hacking they should hawve
had. In one instance the Board went to the
expense of £20 in securing a verdict at Bun-
bury, but the Crown Law Department vetoed
the currying out of the final decision of the
court. The hon, member, when woving the
second reading, said many things, some of
which were reported as follows:—

Under cxisting conditions, dentists in the
metropolitan arca can Ieave their business and
whether registered or not—many unregistered
men do this—visit the country centres. They
previously advertise in the loeal Pross that
Mr. So-and-se, registered dentist, will be in
the township on a eertain day.

Mr. Latham: You do mnot believe that is
being done.

Mr. LAMBERT: T know it is done.

Mr. Latham: Do vyou mean that unregis-
tered nien are saying that they are registered?

Mr, LAMBERT: I do not desire to men-
tion any firm, but let ws say that anyone own-
ing a dental parlour

Mr, Latham: You mean that they send ount
substitutes?

Mr., LAMBERT: Yes. Any registered den-
tist can advertise that he may be cousulted
af a eertain country town on a specific date,
but he nced mot go there himself. He can
send an unregistercd and unqualified person.
That is being done.

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope the hon. member
is not reading from “Hansard” of this ses-
sion.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: I am reading my own
notes taken from “Hansard”; but it really
is what the hon. member said. Tt was most
unfair to afficm that metropolitan dentists
were sending out unregistered men to
practice dentistry illegally. T am ready
to helieve that the hon. member is
sincere in his efforts to improve the
the conditions of the profession, but I ean-
not see how he will improve those conditions
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it he snceeeds in admitting men to the pro-
fession by the back door. You, Mr. Speaker,
might be having your son educated for the
dental profession, and might he spending
a certan amouni of money on that educa-
tion. In eourse of time your boy passes his
examinations and qualifies, and you find
that the member for Yilgan-Coolgardie
proposes to admit to the profession men
who will not go to the trouble of qualifying.
The hon. member referred to the Supreme
Court ease Blitz v. Syme. That ocenired
in about 1908 or 1910, but it appeared from
the hon. member’s remarks that it was en
occurrence of recent date. I objeet to the
definition of dentistry given in the Bill. It
states—

‘‘Dentistry '’ includes any operation en the

human tecth or jaws, or the artificial restora-
tion or reparation thereof, or the treatment of
diseascs or lesions thercof, or the correcetion
of malpositions or malformations therecof or
therein, but does not include the mechanical
construgtion by an artisan employed by o re-
gistered dentist of artificial denturez ov other
devices.,
Tt will be noticed that the definition relates
to any operation on the mouth, and that
would preclude any nurse from taking part
in such an operation. A nurse would imme-
diately become liable bhecause she wounld not
be a registered dentist.

Mr. Lambert: What do you
should be done?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Regavding assistants,
I should like to remind memhers that when
the Bill of 1920 was before us, it was a
time of siress and wunrest. Certain men had
returned from the war and provision had to
be made for them all. All those men had
to undergo a certain examination.

AMr. Lambert: That is absolutely wrong.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Very well, the hon.
member will he able to show where I am
wtong when he replies to the debate. An-
other extraordinary provision of the Bill is
that no dentist shall act as examiner at any
examination at which an apprentice bound
to himself or to any person in partnership
with him is a eandidate. I presume the hon.
member had something in mind when he
framed that provision, but it seems remark-
able that a dentist should be the examiner
of his ¢wn pupils.

Mr., Lambert: That does oecur.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I should like to have
proof of it.

suggest
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The Mtinister for Mines: That bas pre-
vailed. There is not the slightest doubt
about it.

Mr. Lambert: Yes, we know that it is so.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Varicus erimes have
heen stipulated by thie hon. member and all
sorts of punishments huve heen prescribed
except hanging, 1 believe thut something
might be done to make more effective the
operations of the Dental Board. The hon.
mamber desivez to bring within the opera-
tions of the law those people who act
illegally, and 1 consider that the Dental
Board, when they securc a decision aguinst
an offender, should be backed up by the
Crown Law Departinent. The Crown Law
Department seem to be too interested in such
things as ten-cup reading and starting-price
hetting, but when the Dental Board obtain &
verdiet, they find it almost impossible to
collect the fine.

The Minister for Mines: The Denial Board

do not colleet the fines. When a man is
fined, the money goes into (Consolidaterd
Revenue.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Well, the fine is not
collected. The IYental Board lLad u ecase at
Bunbury and obtained n conviction.  They
spent something like £20 to obtain the con-
viction and, wheu they pressed for the pay-
ment of the fine, the Crown Law Department
waived it or held it up and the fine has never
heen paid, but the wan is eontinuing fo do
what he was doing previously,

My, Ferguson: Was not default provided !

Mr. Lambert: That is why T want to give
the dentizts a decent Aet.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The hon, menmber has
padded the Bill nicely to provide ecrtain
things for the hourd. The board sheould he
empowered to follow up offences that have
been and are being committed. T have a
letter from the articled apprentices wrging
that on the ground of fair play, it would not
he right that men who have not paszsed the
exmmination, ns they have been compelled
to do, should be allowed to enter the profea-
sion hy a back doar. They elaim thai that
would tend to lower the standard of ex-
amination, the standard of knowledge re-
quired aml the standard of the profession
wenernlly. The crimes provided in the Bill
are for any person neslecting o aitend the
hoard, for wilfully insulting the board, mis-
behaving before the boavd, interrupting the
proceedings of the board—T snppuse that
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would be speaking out of his turi--refusing
to he sworn

The Minister for Mines: The hon. wember
would have committed a good few offences
had he been before the board.

Mr. GRIFFITHS :—or refusing to answer
any lawful question, and the penalty for
any one of those offences is a fine not ex-
ceeding £50. 1 agree with the hon. member
that the standard and ethics of the profes-
sion should be maintained, but the hon.
member, hy Lig Bill, is not moving in the
right way to attain that gonl. A letter has
been received from fhe Western Australian
branch of the British Medieal Association
pointing out that it is most important to
maintain the standard of the dental profes-
sion beeause of the close conneetion between
it and the medieal profession. Reference is
made to dentistry being a specialised hranch,
and to members of the association having
often to rely on the advice given hy dentists
in treating complieationys that way arise
following dental operations.

My, Lambert: The medieal profession only
dealt with the matier in a very general way.
They did not deal with the merits of this
Bill.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: Reference lias been
made to the facilities provided for students.
There are classes at the technieal college for
pharmacy stndents, the attendance bheing 18.
Ay son aitended those classes and passed
lils examination as 2 chemist. I understand
from the hon. member, however, that dental
students have now to attend the Dengal
Hospital, and T consider it right that they
should do so. A ecircular has been sent to
memnbers by dental assistants in which it is
stuted that 200,000 men were admitted to the
dental profession in 1921,

The Minister for Mines:
Great Britain?

My, GRIFFITHS: The figure appeared
to me to be excessive and on inquiry I found
that the aciual number was 10,000. The
greater proportion of those admitted, namely
G,000, belonged to a body known as the
Incorporated Dental Society of Great
Britain and had passed an intensive exam-
ination. The member for Yilgarn-Coolgar-
die stated that in the universities of the
world 80 per cent, of the examination work
was on the practical side. In most of the
universities of the world the proportion of
practieal to theoretical work is fifty-fifty,
and some of the universities range as high
as G0 per cent. of theoretical and 40 per cent.

That was in
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of praetical work. It iz iuteresting to note
that tlhie proportion of dentizts to popula-
tion in the United Ningdom is one to 3,003,
while in Western Anstralia it is one to 2,490.
I have a letter dated 17th October, 1933,
from the Western Australian braneh of the
British Medical Association to the Dentists’
Ansoeiation of Western Australia Ineorpor-
ated reading as follows:—

1t is understoad that an attempt is being
made in the State Parlinment to amend the
Dental Aet for the purpose of admitting to
the dental registrar certain persons who have
not undergane any course of training, I am
instructed by the Couneil of the British Medi-
val Association to plice hefore you their views
on this important matter.

My, Lambert: What prompted the writ-
ing of that letter by the British Medical
Association?

Mr. GRIFFITTES : The letter continues--

The British Medical Association, represent-
ing the arganised medieal opinion of this State,
realise that any lowering of medieal or den-
tnl standards of training will lead to a cor-
responding lowering of the standard of treat-
ment to he gained by the general public, who,
representing the community, have every vight
fo he safeguarded. Untrained men citunot pos-
sibly be expeetest to be in o poesition to give
an accurate opinion or treatment in dental
conditions, as preliminary  training in an-
atony, physiology and pathology s absolutely
pssential for an accurate appreeiation of con-
dittons deviating from normal.

Dentistry is actunlly a speeialism of medi-
vine, and “tlose c¢o-operation has hecome more
essential bebween dentists and doetors in order
that the highest clicieney of treatment will be
maintained. The inefliciently trained dentist
cannot form an opmion that is of wvalue to
the physician in his treatment of the patient.
The condition of the teeth themselves is not
the only problem, but the comdition of the
rums, sockets and surrounding tissues is of
paramount importance.  Tn a deubtful ense
extraction of the teeth is no simple way out
of the dilemma—the surrounding tissues wmay
conceal (perhaps eancer) and a knowledge of
anatomy, hacteriology and physiclogy is essen-
tial to a bhalanced eopinion of the condition.
The onus of it all cannot be put on the medieal
profession beeause they realise that they are
not sufficiently trained in the dental braneh of
medicine.

The British Medicul Association, realising
the mportance of maintaining eficient treat-
ment, have therefore welcomed cvery inercase
in facilities for wore thorough training and
have assisted practieally recently, in estahlish-
ing an Anatomy Sehool. The British Medieal
Aswoviation view with satisfaction the amend-
ment to the Dental Aet which elosed the door
to the dental profession sa that only those
could open it who had the preserihed training.
They were digappointed to find that under the
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Court ruled, contrary to
their opinion and also that of the Dental
Board, men could pragtise denfistry under
cover of 2 registered dentist. [t is interest-
ing to note that in the United Kingdom any
medical practitioner eovering in this manner
an unqualified assistant is considered to have
committel an offence grave enongh to remove
his name from the register. They view, there-
fore, with appreliension the present attempt to
again open the door to the inefficiently trained.
From a gencral point of view, the British
Medieal Associntion ave in sympathy with all
the dentists aml students who, in the interests
of their profession have undergone an exten-
<sive and thorough training, and consider they
arc cntitled to protection by the State in ob-
taining {heir livelihood and pecuniary rewanl
without competition frowm unyaalified men
whose merits the general public eannot assess
if they ave once registered. The British Medi-
cal Association carvnestly hopes that the pre-
sent efforts to lower a standard so enrefully
safeguarded in the nterests of the public will
not he successful.  Yours faithfully, (&g )
Leslie K. Le Soucf. Hon. Secrotary,

Aet, the Supreme

Ay, Lambert: That is not from the Zoo, is
it?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: [n addition, the [Uni-
versity have made a  protest which will
probahly raise the dander of the member
for Coolrardie, who will have hi~ chanece to
speak directly, Tn eonclusion———-

My, Lambert: Hear, hear!

Ar. GRIFFITHS: Yes. | want to wet
away. While there may he direction- in
which the Ac¢t can he amended, with benefit
hath to the profession and to the public, T
do not think this particular Bill is caleu-
lated to do that.

The Minister for Health:
amendment,

M. GRIFFITHS: With that 1 will con-
clude. T will now retire to my danghter’s
21st hirthday party.

It is heyvond

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [9.4]: T hesitate to vise to speak
on the Bill, beecause T think the matter is
essentiatly one upon which the Government
should express their views. We must realise
that the Bill, introduced in so extraardinary
a way, deals with one of the leading profes-
sions of the State, a profession that should
have the very jealons vegard of the AMinister
for Health. 1 feel he should cxpress his
view with respect to a ineasure that pro-
poses to interfere with a matter affecting
the health of the people, upon which he
should he a ecompetent authority and should
gnide us. With the Leader of the Opposi-
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tion, I agree that if the BRill iz justified, it
should Dbe introduced by the Minister for
Health. \We have to-day in our State a
representative body whose duty it is to
proteet the interests of the profession with
which the Bill deals, and at the same lime
to make it more eflicieni and more worthy
of the respect of the general publie. As
there is a board of that deseription in exist-
ence, one would expeet it to tnke the initia-
tive in a ineasure such os the one hefore
us and convinee the Minister that some-
thing is necessary tu assist the profession
by strengthening the existing law. The
Minister would then introduce the legisla-
tion.

The Minister for Health: Suppose the

hody did net approach the Minister, should.

the Minister take it upon himself to intro-
duce the legislation?

Hon. W. . JOFINSOXN: No, certainly
net. I thank the Minister for assisting me
in the point 1 desire to make. T think ijt
ean be accepted by this Chamber that the
time is inopportune for the introduciion of
a Bill of this description. If the recognised
body thai controls the profession has not
had oceasion {o approach the Minister on
the matter, then one ean justly sav that
Parliament should not tinker with a Bill
introduced in sueh a way that it does not
bear the hall mark of justice ond sineerity.
I venture to express the opinion that no
private wember ghould interfere in a mat-
ter of this nature. 1t is not a question for
amateurs. It iz a question affeeting the
health of the community, and no private
member should take the responsibility of
introducing legislation for the purpose of
protecting the health of the community.

Mr, Lambert: Mr. Justice Draper, at one
time Attornexr Cieneral of this State. snid—

Hon. W. . JOHXSOX: T do not care
what Mr. Justiee Draper said on the matter.
I sat in thiz Chamber with that lon. wen-
tleman and [ do not know that I would
seleet him as an anthority on a matter of
this  deseription. He expressed many
views with which [ differed. 1 do not know
that one could expect him to speak with
anthority or with speeial knowledge on
this particular matter.

Mz, Lambert: Would vou sav the Minis-
ter for Health has a specinl knowledge of
it?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOX: No, but the
Minister for Health is chareed with the
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responsibility of guarding the health of
the community and, thank goodness, he
takes that responsibility wore seriously
than do the averagze persons administer.
ing health laws. [t is his duty to keep in
touch with bodies concerned with  the
health of the people. The British Medieal
Association is a2 body that we must re-

speet. The medical profession has a right
tn an association: it is  cssential that it

should have one. [t is proper that they
should speak with a combined voice as an
orwanised body, That 1s what we believe
in and what we stand for. Therefore, a
profession, a trade or calling that has a
representutive hody speaking on its be-
half commands the respect of a Minister
ot the Crewn. The British Medieal Asso-
cintion is a body that speaks with auth-
ority on hehalf of medieal practitioners.

Mr. Lambert: Did they speak with any
authority in 19207

Han. W. D. JOHNSON: I do not know
that we gave then anthorvity. Tt we did,
it would be quite in acrorvdanee with our
poliex.  The British Medieal Agsociation
dictales to Governments, Governments do
not dictate to them.

Alr. Lambert: They never dietated to
anvone in 1020 when that infamons Den-
tal Aet was passed.

1on, W, D. JOHXSOXN: The hon. mem-
her knows more about that than T do. [
do not stand for laws of that deseription.
I was saving that the British Medieal
Association has hecome n power in  the
land, beeause its wembers speak with au-
thority on behalf of those whom they re-
present. They are mighty in  their
strength, because there is nothing shoddy
in their profession. There is a standard
of examination and there is a standard

of training, and they see to it—quite
rightly, too—that no one unqualified i
permitted to join the associution. No one

outside the association is allowed to proe-
tise medicine. That iz what T stand fer,
and what T say is proper and sound ad-
ministration. Exactly the same thing ap-
plies to the Dental Board: but, unforin-
nately, there is in that board a measure
of inexperience and a method ol practice
that is not a credit to the profession. Tt
iz certainly discreditable to the State. As
long as that weakness exisls, there will
always he attempis of the kind that took
place in 1923 and of the kind taking place
now in thi= Bill. When Parlinment realizes
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there is a weakness of that kind, Parlia-
ment itself shonld right that weakness
and not leave it to a private member to
attempt 6o do so, because he may be in-
fluenced by a desire to help the shoddy
rather than to strengthen the ellicient. As
I stated, T hesitated to rise to speak on
the Bill becanse I did not think it worth
while taking it seviously, but when the
second reading was put I thought it my
duty to express my views.

Mr. Lambert: What is wrong with the
Bill? '

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: What is right
with the Bill? The hon. member did not
axplain what was right with it. When he
introduced it, he made an attack upen the
profession, but he said very little to jus-
tify the measure. He certainly did not
convinee me that he was the kind of auth-
ority for the House to follow in a highly
technical and important matter of this
kind. Granting that it is proper for a
private member to introduce the Bill, then
it is quite wrong fo deal with it ag this
late howr of the session. Tt is bringing the
profession inte ridicule. We know per-
fectly well that another place will not
take the Bill seriously so late in the ses-
sion. It is wrong for this House to pre-
sent it, Tt is discounting the Assembly
to do such things. The Bill having heen
delayed so¢ long, what is the use of dis-
cussing it at the tail-end of the session,
when it ean have no elevating influence
upon the profession? We want to streng-
then the profession, we do not want to
ridienle it. We are in sympathy with the
difficultics of the profession and we should
endeavour, by proper Ministerial control
of it, to protect it from the encroachments
of those not thoroughly qualified to prac-
tise it.

Mr. Lambert: In effect you Jay it down
that no private member has the right fo initi-
ate legislation here?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Few private
memhers would essay a Bill of this kind. T
quite agree that under the Standing Orders
a private member has the right; but I have
no hesitation in saving that it is wrong for
a private member to introdnce a measure
dealing with a profession of this nature with-
out the concurrence, or the assistance, or
else the direet opposition, of the Minister
tor Health. To let the Bill go by detanlt
would be wrong. It looks as if the whole
matter is not viewed seriously by the Gov-
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ernment, particularly by the Minister for
Health. 1 understand that the measure of
1920—I was not in Parliament then—was
introduced as a final cleaning-up of the un-
qualified practitioners.

Mr. Lambert: That measure
attempt to clean up the Act at all.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The hon. mem-
ber may know more than I do of the 1920
Aet, but I understand that then there were
certain men not qualified to practise, but, in
the common expression, practising under the
lap, under eover of more or less qualified
men. Those unqualified practitioners existed
ut that time, and had sufficient influence to
seenre the introduction of a Bill enabling
them to obtain registration without passing

did mot

- the qualifying examination, or without being

called upon to demonstrate their fitness.
True, they were practising in a way; but
nobody had any guarantee that they were
practising efficiently. At that time—and the
same thing still obtains—they claimed that
they were not praetising. As a matter of
faet, hey are a living lie all the time, hecanse
they say, “We do not practise, hut the prae-
tise we are doing qualifies us to be regis-
tered.” We should not cnconrage that sort
of.thing. The 1920 measure went quite far
cnough. Since then there has been a vast
improvement in educational facilities. There
has been an effort by the Dental Board,
which stands fowards dentistry here in the
position of the Brifish Medical Association
towards medicine, to elevate the standard of
the dental examinations, and to provide the
necessary training throngh the Dental Hos-
pital. We should rather enconrage the hoard
to assist their studenis to enter the profes-
sion than allow ungnalified persons io be-
come registered. I submit that the Bill is
quite wrong from an industrial point of
view. In the Eastern States there is a
method by which shoddy, unqualified, jack-
eroo tradesmen get into trades and eallings.
In Victoriz Ehat hecame an industrial sean-
dal, and it is so more or less to-day. The
man who never served his apprenticeship, who
stood long cnough beside a tradesman to get
some knowledge of.the tradesman’s work,
beecame an improver, and had almost the
standing of an apprentice. Ultimately he
heecame o tradesman so-called. Tt is thai
kind of man the Bill proposes to encourage.
He gets in as a tradesman although he is not
qualified fo do all branches of the trade, hav-
ing merely specialised in one branch. These
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dentists are mechanics. They can do some-
thing. Tt is a weakness of the dental pro-
fession that the surgieal work is not sup-
posed to he associated with the mechanieal.
In my opinion, that is quite wrong. The
two sections should he combined. The idea
of having a separate recognised training for
the dental mechanic is utterly wrong. The
position should be direeted and governed hy
having, so to speak, a general laubourer to
assist, just as in trades and callings. The
industrial standard in Vietoria for many
years was much lower than it is to-day. The
Federal Arbitration Act elevated the Vie-
torian standard. To us that Act has heen
of little nse, because of our speeia} indus-
trial standard; but the contrary was the case
in Viectoria. We have consistently opposed
the introduction of shoddy tradesmen in
Western Australia. There is ne recognition
of the improver here. Time after time an
effort has been made in the Arbitration Court
by the Employers’ Federation, and also by
seetions of employers, to introduce the man
hetween the tradesman and the apprentice,
the man known as the improver; hut we have
always resisted it suecessfully, The objec-
tion is that the improver reduees the stand-
ard of efliciency and consequently always has
a tendency fo reduce the remuneration. The
ungualified man dees not work as regularly
as the qualified man, and usnally aceepts any
standard of wages he is able to obtain,
As the party representing the trade union
and Labour movement, we should not agree
to this Bill. We have fo-day a large seetion
of men who have worked in such workshops
as that at dMidland Junction. Tlhere are men
who have been blacksmiths’ strikers for 20
years. Those men become highly proficiens
as strikers, and gain a wonderful knowledge
of the blacksmithing trade. Tt is quite a
common practice to put an outstanding
blacksmith’s striker on to the fire with an
indifferent blacksmith, for tke purpose of
strengthening that blacksmith. But while
blacksmiths’ strikers have. made repeated
efforts to join the trade union, they bave
always been told, “No; vou are a labourer.
You have a certain knowledge of the trade,
but we will pot allow wyou to reduce the
standard of efficiency in our calling. We
will not allow the improver system to be in-
troduced into Western Australia. Although
you have liad full contact with the trade
for so many years, vou are not permitted
to fake part in it as a tradesman or to be-
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come part and parcel of the trade union.”
The same thing applies to boilermaking,
In faet, some men who have been bhoiler-
akers’ belpers for years and have given
special study to the trade through corres-
pondence inition from technical schools in
various parts of the world, obtaining
diplomas or certificates, have acquired more
knowledge of the trade than is possessed by
ike average boilermaker’s helper. However,
the Boilermakers’ Union will not permit
those helpers to become boilermakers or fo
interfere with the tools of the trade. It
is recognised that while they possess some
kuowledge, they are not fully-qualified men.
Their admission into the trade union would
lower the standard of efficicney, and do away
with the system of apprenticeship whick is
rigidly enforced and of which we are rightly
proud. Why should we attempt to introduce
into the dental profession that which we
declare to be against our industrial prin-
ciples? The trade unions have assisted in
outlining the standard of eduecation, have
assisted in laying down what may be termed
the currieulum, the outline of each section
that is te be tanght to the apprentice year
by year until he has completed his five or
six vears apprenticeship. That creates and
maintaing an industrial standard.  That is
what we have been enforcing for mnany
vears in this Stafe, that ix what we have
maintained up to date. During the last three
veans a determined effori has been made
by the cmployers fo introduce the improver
system. Tn faet, a strong effort is now in
progress to reduce onr standard of ap-
prenticeship and loosen the system of
training and examination; or, in other
words, to bring Western Australia down to
the level existing in Vietoria and elsewhere.
If we resist such efforts in regard to our
own trades, why should we encourage a
lower standard in a profession? I do not
sav that the standard should be higher or
that it should be lower. T believe, however,
that proper education is essential to effici-
eney. We want a standard of edueation
which will raise our tradesmen higher than
those in any other part of the world. We
are achieving that to a gureat extent. A
tradesman educated bere can compete with
the best in the world to-day. That is be-
cause our standard of education and appren-
ticeship has prevented the shoddy from get-
ting in. We have resisted all attempts of the
unqualified to become memhers of our trade
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unions. We have maintained the standard
of ciliciency, and we want to encourage
other people to do the same. I take no ex-
ception whatever to the funetioning of the
British Medical Association here. I rejoice
in the fact that the asseciation ean coutrol
the profession and so direet it that only
gualified, efficient men, conducting them-
gelves properly and attending to their pro-
fession in a thorongh manuer, shall be
admitted

Mr, Wanshrough: A bit of a eclean-up
there would not de any harm either.

Tlon, W. D, JOHANSON: I do not know
that the hon. member and I need worry
about that. Natorally, there are these who
fall by the wayside, there are those who to-
day arve eflicient but presently become in-
efficieni. However, these things right them-
selves, In every industvial or professional
system there is always a certain weakness.
Cenerally speaking, however, and I belicve
the Mimister for Health will agree with me
a3 to this, the standard of efficiency eneour-
aged by the British Medieal Assoeiation liere
is creditably high. I want the same thing
in conneetion with the Dental Board. The
hoard should be enconrnged by the Govern-
meni to clear the unqualified practitioner
out of the dental profession, hut nwot by a
Rill of this deseription.

Mr. Molonex: Do vou think there should
he a doctor on the Dental Reard?

Hon, W. D. JOHNSOX : T have no ohjec-
Hon to a doetor being on it.

Mr. Lambert: There are no dentistz on
the Medical Board.

Hon. W. . JOANSON : T suppose there
is not the same need for them there. It
must be remembered, however, that there are
doctors of dentistry. There are doctors who
have taken the doctor’s degree in denhistry.

Mr. Lambert: They ave not members of
the Dental Board.

Hon, W. D), JOHNSON: I know nothing
about that. I am not acquainted with the
constitution of the Dental Board. That is
for the Dental profession. T do not worry
about the executive of a frades union. All
I know is that they are elected by the union-
ists eonnected with their particular trade.
I do not say that this man shouid be on the
executive and that man should not he. 1T
rezard them as the elect of their members:
and so it is with the dental profession. T
do not go into the question of the personnel
of the board. I regard the beard as rep-
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resentative of the profession, and elected
by the profession. Therefore the Dental
Board should be regarded as representative
of the profession, and in a posilion to voice
the opinions of the profession.

AMr. Lambert: Will vou disecnss the other
cluuses of the Bl apari from the one or
two vou have referred to?

Hon. W. D. JOHXNSON: No, heeaunse I
am nat qualified to do so. [ have not
studied the literature that has been sent to
us, I have not tnken the Bill seriously, 1
did not think that Parliament would take it
seriously. T do not expect it to be passed,
I say emphatically that I will not vote for
such a Bill unless it be introduced hy a
Minister of the Crown, charged with the
responsibility to protect the public health.
It the Bill possesses any virtne, and there
ig anything good in it, then let the Minister
for Health take it into consideration, get
into touch  with the body representative
of the dental profession, and then next

session present to Parvlimnent a Bifl  that
will enable us to do what is necessary,
I believe that those connected with the
profession  shonld he the ones to seek

legislation for the protection of their in-
terests. I do not think that these outside
the profession shonld be allowed to irfluenee
Papliament, and it is decidedly wrong to
introduce a Bill that will =0 affect the pro-
fession. Tt is most reprehensible to go to
those who are not qualified, who have not
passed the necessary exnmination, and have
not taken advantage of the opportunities
for advanced education and eonsnlt them
regarding what should be done in the inter-
ests of the dental profession. The standards
have improved eensiderabiy sinee 1920, and
to introduce a Bill embodying provisions
that will definitely reduee the standard of
efliciency is wost reprehensibla.

Mr. Lambert: That is quite wrong.

Hon. W, 1, JOHXSOX: Unquestionubly
some of the elauses are most dangerons. Par-
tienlarly do 1 reter to those to which 1
have devated most of my attention, especi-
ally from the ovdinary industrizl standard
point of view. In faet, iwo clanises of the
Bill ave most dangerous from the standpoint
of reducing efficiency and standard.

Mr. Lambert: To which clauses ave vou
referring?

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: To Clunses 3
and 4. The member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie
(Mr. Lambert) knows why they are included
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in the Bill. He pui them there, s0 why en-
deavour to diselaim any knowledge of them?
They are clear and, instead of secking to
adhere to the present standard of qualifyving
examinations, another method is proposed hy
the introduction of those who are unquali-
fied. The Dental Tlospital was establizhed
by the interests represented by the Denfal
Board, acting in conjunctinn with the pre-
sent Minister for Health, when he was a
member of an carlier Labour Adminisira-

tion. That was done =o that we might eni
away from the weaknesses apparvent in

carlier forms of examination and education.
Prior fo the establishment of the Denial
Hospital, the apprenticeship system was not
of such a high standard as it has attained
to-day. The hospital was inangureated to
give relief to the indigent and at the same
time to provide a training eenire Tor appren-
tices to the dental profession.

Alr, SPEAKER: Order! There are too
many meetings coing on on fhe floor of the
House.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOX: Another object
was to assure that apprentices serving their
articles with private practitioners would
attend the hospital at regular periods, to be
tested regarding their standard of edueca-
tien.  The examinations are uniform for all
students to-day, and unless a student is well
educated, either af the Dental Hospital or
under the guidance of a private practitioner,
it is impossible for him to pass the exatiing-
tion. Year by year the standard ~er by he
examinations is improving, and to-day it can
be said that those who pass through the
Dental Tospital and pass the neeessiry
«ualifving examinations are ahle to competu
with those trained elsewhere. )

My, Lambert: Do von know ilint under
our obsolete Act, = private dentist ean
accept £200 as a preminm and examine his
own apprentice?

Hon. W. 0. JOHNSON: XNo, [ do not.

Mr. Lambert: It is true.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: But the exam-
ination takes place at the Dental Hospital.

Mr. Lambert: The Dental Board

ITon. W. D. JOHNSOXN: I do noi care
what the hon. member savs: T am speaking
of what I know. The dental cxaminations
lake place at the Dental Tlospital and a spe-
cial examination bhoard was appointed to
conduct them.

Mr. Lamberi: Appointed by the Denisl
T outed,
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Hon., W. D. JOHNSON: Pechaps so.

My, SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Yilearn-Coolgardie must keep ovder.

Hon. W. D. JOHXSON: Who else would
bhe expecied to appoint the examination
hoard? Tt would not be suggested that thev
<hould come to Parlianment with their sug-
westions. Just ag the British Medical Asso-
ciation is the natural body to deal with
medical matters, so the Dental Beard is the
mtfural body te deal with matters relating
to the dental profession. Only to-day [ was
reading of the snecess achieved by a lady
dental student from Western Australia. She
had obtained an entrance into one of the
educaiional hodies associnted with dentistry
in the Ol Country. Thaf young Iady went
through the Perth TDental Hospital and
qualified as a dentist. She then went fo Lon-
don to Purther her edueation, and the stand-
ard set in Western Australin has evidently
heen recognised as sufficient qualification to
cnable her to enter upon a higher sphere
of edueation such as is obtainable in
London, We have been making pro-
eress in Western Australia, and the preseat
Minister for Health assisted materially in
raising the standard and making it possible
for proper denfal edncation to he available.
The present Leader of the Opposition, when
Minisfer for Health, also took an aelive in-
terest in the welfare of the Dental Hospi-
tal. We should not reduce efficiency but
rather should we seck to increase it. We
ghould not undermine standards but seek
to maintain them, In the circumstances, a
Bill of this deseription should mot be sup-
ported by anvone, having regard for indus-
trial standards. 1f we start tinkering with
them in thi= way, and allow unqualified, un-
eduented, and improperly trained persons
enter such a profession, where will it end?
If we commence to interfere with onr stand-
ards of control, any such weakening of con-
trol will tend to spread in other directions.
T shall oppose the measure and <hall resist a
proposal that wmeans substituting for the
present apprenticeship system what is really
the objectionable and unjust improver sys-
tem, and that is what the Bill proposes.

MR. MOLONEY (Subiaco) [940]): It
takes a wood deal of courage to rise and
support the Bill after the castigation the
member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie (Mr. Lam-
bert} has received, particularly from the
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member for Guildford-Midland (Hon, W.
D. Johnson).

Hon. W, D. Johnson: That is so, and it
requires inconsistency, too.

Mr. MOLONEY: I listened to the mem-
ber for Guildford-Midland and I am afraid
he has not gone very deeply into the provi-
sions of the Bill, and the application of
similar legislation in other parts of the
world. I hold no brief for either side, but
it my opinion the amendments suggested
are reasonable and equitable. I do not
budge one ineh in viewing the Bill from an
industrial point of view, neither will 1 give
way one inch with regard to my participa-
tion in technical matters. With all due
deference to the member for Guildferd-
Midland, T complimeni the mmember for
Yilgarn-Coolgardie upon introducing the
Bill in the interests of those people for
whom the member for Guildferd-Midiand
has been so solicitous. I refer to the gen-
eral publie. I am not concerned about the
people who to-day, from a point of wvan-
tnge, are exploiting the position that ob-
tains as n vesult of the 1920 Aet. In conse-
quenee of the decision in the cease of Blitz
v. Syme, we have the position that confronts
us to-day. 1 do say that we are justified in
attempting to introduce legislation to modify
the operations of those who are exploiting
people at the expense of those who are doing
the work and of those who are paving the
piper—

Hon. W. T). Johnson: T have heard those
expressions used regarding bricklayers.

Mr. MOLONEY : I should think the hon.
member would be the last to say that the
hricklayers exploited the pecple.

Hon, W, D. Johnsen: I merely poinfed
out that they had been charged with deing
80.

My, MOLONEY : The member for Guild-
ford-Midland does not insinuate that such a
state of affairs existed?

Hon. W. T). Johnson: It has been sug-
goested.

Mr, MOLONEY : Tt do not belicve it and
[ challenge the member for Guildford-Mid-
land to produce his authority. Assertions
may he made, and we are here to combat
them.

The Minister for Works: Have you ever
heard of such a charge heing made against
the carpenters?

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Or of legislation
heing passed to put matters right?
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Mr. MOLONEY: In some respects, the
South Australian legislation is on all fours
with provisions embodied in the Bill.
The English Roya]l Commission was in
aceord  with the amendiments expressed
in this Bill, and in Vietoria in 1929 a
measure was brought down with a view io
roising the status of the dentists, Time
was when we had an invasion of people
with degrees and diplomas from Ameriea.
Mare particularly do I refer to the arehi-
tects’ profession and the building trade.
We all know that one can go to America
and huy a doxen diplomas for a tenner, and
then come back here and pose as a most
wonderfolly educated person. Many of
those who went to America eame baek
here with the whole of Nebraska stuffed
up their noses. That is one of the things
[ am trying to guard against. 1 under-
stand that to-day there are about 30 men
who will come under the operation of the
Bill if it passes, Some of those men have
np to 18 years service in the practical
work of the profession; they are not mere
mechanies, for they have been doing the
work day by day, and as the result of
the application of the 1920 amendment,
they are high in the eyes of the registered
dentists, who could not do the practieal
work if they tried. Those who oppose the
Bill want those 30 men to pass the mat-
riculation standard.

Mr. Latham: I ean see that we shah
have to eut cut the apprentices,

Mr. MOLONEY: In South Australia a
limitation was provided to expire in 1941,
after which the standard of intense edu-
cation of matrienlafion conld be applied.
T eould mention names of men who have
come back here from America armed with
heaps of diplomas and tried to enfer a
profession, but when put to the test of
practical work they failed. One of them
15 now selling silk stockings. I know men
wha have heen doing the practieal work for
those who cannot do it themselves.

Hon. W, D). Johnson: Can they pass the
test?

Mr. MOLONEY: The hon. member pro-
poses that there shall be raised the bar.
rier  of an  extremely high educational
standard—which these men, by virtue of
lack of schooling, would find extremely
onerus—as possibly the hon. member
himself would if he had to submit to it
The public do not regunire to be hlinded
by science; they want seience applied to
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practical work. We had that illustrated
in the case of Dr. Teakle, about whom the
Minister for Lands recently delivered =
dissertation. At all times I stand up for
applied science, but when science becomes
a fetish and not an assistance to the secu-
ring of service, when it becomes a privi-
lege fence behind whieh certain people
shall learn for their own aggrandisement
and not for the service of the people, 1
am opposed fo it. A poor man four years
out of work came to see me and I gave
him a letter to the dental hospital in
which I said he would pay when he got
the money; hut notwithstanding that, he
had to pay four guineas before they would
take an impression. Those are the people
who are posing as philanthropists, desirous
of helping the public. The dentistzs are
receiving a subsidy from us, charging
£200 to every student before he has a
chance. Those people are keeping that
close preserve, but are not worrying about
competency. They are even worse than
lawyers, because the lawyers certainly do
give some facilities. In the days of our
fathers the village blacksmith was the
man who drew their teeth. [ ¢onld read
to the House a list, but half of you wonld
not understand the meaning of it, for it
relates to subjects in the curriculum.

Mr. Latham: Then you had better read
it.

Mr. MOLONEY: If the hon. member
likes, I will subjeet him to an oral exami-
nation. I would read the list, but I do
not wish to weary the House, my only
intention being to convey the idea that
many of these things are not essential. We
find the B.M.A. are getting behind these
dentists, are out to buttress a kindred
organisation. The member for Guildford-
Midland righteously declares there is no
member of the B.M.A. who is not com-
petent. But one has only to remember
the case of Dr. Cantor, a member of the
profession whom the member for Guildford-
Midland stands up for. He took out the
whole of the inside of one of his patients
and sewed the patient up again. As a re-
sult he was brought to beok, but that did
not alter the fact that he was a member
of the profession and an incompetent,
Also some of those highly placed in the
denial profession would he found te be
far from ecompetent, if the aecid test
were applied to them. When 1 fied
members in righteous indignation hring-
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ing  lorward the question of appren-
Cees and improvers, 1 look behind the
subterfuge; not that I am saying my hon-
ourable friend would descend to subterfuge.
But I say that in this case those men have
the right to be incorporated in the Bill. Also
I say that the Bill is not a joke, as some
members seem to think, but that it is worthy
of our support. And if we are not pre-
pared to go in the direction the Bill indi-
cates, we should at least declare that the
registered dentists shall be prohibited from
exploiting those who are doing their work.
Under the existing law a registered dentist
can be lying asleep behind a partition, so
long as he is on the premises; he can have
half a dozen unregistered men doing the
work, and he need not look into a singie
mouth or use a tool of any sort. Is that
right?

Hon. W, D. Johnson: You condone that.

Mr. MOLONEY: I do not. We should
see o it that those people who are sup-
posed to be the dentists do the work, instead
of exploiting more practical men. I will
support the Bill for the reasons | lave
given.

MR. J. H SMITH (Nelson} [9.57]: T
will snpport the seecond reading. T cannot
understand the opposition to the Bill. I
hope the House will support the second
reading and, if necessary, amend the Bill in
Committee. Of my own knowledze I know
there are unregistered men praetising the
profession to-day, who have no chanee of
becoming registered, because they have been
repeatedly turned down by the Dental
Board. Those unregistered men are to be
found at work throughout the length and
breadth of the State. They are superior in
many ways, perhaps in all ways, in point of
dental knowledze to some registered dentists
practising in country districts. All that
those unregistered men have to do to comply
with the existing law is to take registered
dentists, perhaps old and more or less in-
firm men, arcund with them. I know of
one dentist in this State who had his cer-
tificate while he was practising in the Old
Country, yet he cannot be registered here.
Also T know that some of those who missed
the examination in 1920, missed it by the
merest chance. The Dental Board attempts
to make a elose corporation of the profession.
If we open the door merely to allow the 30



2272

men how praetising to continue, it will he
only just. [ remember when the Architects
Act came into operation, one man who had
been drawing plans for an individual in the
country was adwmitted as an avchiteet.

Member: Designing fowl-houses,

Mr. J. L SMITIH: Yes; and hecause he
had done that work, he was registered as an
architect. A gentleman who onece occupivd a
seat in this House was also registered as un
architeet, and T do not think he possessei
any professional knowledge.

Hon. W. D. Jehnson: That is net fair:
he did.

Mr. J. H. SMITH:
other men.

The same apjlies to

Hon, W. T Johuson: He was a qualified
man.

Mr. J. H. SM1TH: 1 do not think he was.

Hon. W. D). Johnson: 1 have =een hiz

plans and T know he was.

Mr. J. B SMITIT: When T first knew
him, he was not qualified. The same thing
applies Lt veterinary surgeons. Beeause a
man had looked after a sick cow or filed a
horse’s tooth, when the Veterinary Act came
inte foree, he was registered as a vererinary
surgeon, while another man who knew more
ahout the work could not practise beeanse
of his inability to pass an examination. For
the last 13 years, people have been asking
for the door to be opened for the registra-
tion of men practising dentistry throvzhout
the State. 1t we give them a chanee, they
will still have to pass an examination he-
fore the Dental Board. The Minister has
agreed that some alteration of the exisiing
system is necessary. Let us pass the second
reading aund then, if wecessary, the Bill can
he amended in Committee.

On motion by Mr. Wanshrough, debate

adjourned.

House adjonrned at 104 po,

[COUNCIL.]

TLegisiative Council,

ooy
)

Wednesduy, Clh December, 193

a——

Page

South-West I'rovince, seat declured vacant ... L7
Popers: Lascovne- Mlnil\n Rond Board 2872
Ritls: Appropriation IR, 2272
Periiabient NReserve (\m‘lli-.’). A, 1- — 2372
Augusta Allotments, 3., passed e 2272
Neserves, 31, pnssed - .o
State Tmnsport erdlnnuou, R, 2273
Fire Brigandea Act Amendment, Recom. ... v 2287

lotteries (¢ omml) Act Amendinent (\u }. 2K..
Com, ... s 238

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read pravers.

SOUTH-WEST PROVINCE.

Newat Declared Vaeand,

THE CHIET SECRETARY (linn. J M.
Drew—~Central) [4.45]): 1 move—

That this House resolves, that owing to the
death of the Hon. John Ewing, late member
for the Houth-West Provinee, the seat be
deelared vacant.

THE HONORARY MINISTER ([lon.
W. H. Kitson—West) [436]: T second the

motion,

Question put and paxsed.

PAPERS--GASCOYNE-MINILYA ROAD
BOARD,

On motion by Hon. J. ). [Holmes, ordered
“That all eorrespondence since the 1st Janu-
ary, 1943, helween the Departments of Pah-
lie Works and Labour and the Gaseoyne-
Minilya Road Board be laid on the Table of
the Tlou~e.”

BILL—APPROPRIATION.
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first time.
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1, Permanent Reserve (A P1162).
2. Augusta Allotments.

3, Reserves,
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